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Germany’s Peace Offer
| Gemmany is beaten. This is the first
thing ‘to be noted in connection with.
Chancellor  von Bethmann-Hollweg's
#ddress to the reichstag yesterday. On
the fourth of August, 1914, the kaiser
had set out on what he expected to be
& triumphant march to Paris, and pe
jasued invitations to his friends to
dine with him there in six weeks. Sub-
sequently the invitations” were revised
and set for the following Christmas.
Since then the kaiser has known -the

“bitterness of defeat, altho he has con-

tihued to march his armies against the
intangible - limitations | of ' destiny.
“Among  those who plot,” says the
Koran, “God 1s the greatest of plot-

| ters.”

' Now that Germany fifMis that there

-‘s e limit and a climax to the brutal

‘atta,cks she made on her mneighbors,
and that for the future she must de-
pgrease while they must increase, she
is anxious to call a halt, But there
is no sign of any change of nature in
ithe German leaders. They would still
pose as injured innocents attacked by
evil-disposed enerrﬂes, and willing now
to forget and forgive omn.certain con-
ditions. These plausible conditions
refer to the status quo ante
Wwith some exceptions in the Balkans,
and in Polamd and Lithuania, The real
pessence of the chancellor’s proposals
is that Germany finds herself unable
to carry on the war successfully and
now desires time to recuperate, and
new barriers behind which she can
sit down and hatch new plots, .

There is but one mind in the govern-
wents and among the peoples of the
entente alliance. They would be willing
to treat with the German people or-
ganized in a representative democratic
government. But as long as the
Hohenzollerns control the destinies of
the German Empireand aim at the con-

i trol of Europe and humanity, humanity
has no option but to fight till this
menace has been eHminated from
human life. France is unanimous. So
uso is' Rubsia. So s Italy. Belgium
goes without saying, as do Serbia and
Rumania. This unanimity is one of
the factors that have induced Ger-
many to make her proposals, There
i8 nothing that she has done, there ‘s
nothing that she can do, to break the
solid phalanx of the entente alliance.
Great Britain is resolved. Redmond
has spoken for Ireland, 'and Hender-
son for labor. The whole nation is a
unit in resolve for decisive victory.
It is not without apparent grounds that
the retirement of Mr. Asquith and
Lord Grey of Fulloden, and their sup-
porters, is suspected to be due to a too
easy attitude towards peace, There
are few anywhere in the empire who
would wish the horror of another and
mightier ‘war ten years hence, as tha
price of a premature peace that would
glve the German menace opportunity
to recuperate and 8TOW once msors:.
In Canada, we believe that those who
know the situation have no hesitation
about the necessity for carrying on
until peace is made upon our terms,
not on those of the enemy,

The kaiser has been forced to his
Feace proposals by several considera-
‘“ms. We have mentioned the fact
that he had reached the limit of his
own exertions. Great Britain and her
allies are only beginning to realize
their strength. "The kaiser has no
stomach for a spring. campalgn with
Russia, nor for another series of de-
‘eats on the western front. Collapse
it Verdun has more to do with his
pPeace proposals than has success in
Rumania. It is a bitter moment for
the all-conqueror thus to address hisy
army: “Soldiers, I have made an‘o&er
of peace to the enemy.”

The strength of the new Lloyd
George administration hag been aen.
stner factor in bringing the kaiser to
2 sense cf hic weakness. The

Austrian Emperor Charles has

new

7o Intimacy with the German “Gott,”

been |
irgent for peace, having no 1lluaions, |

dicates the strength of theé national

will there, and contributes
Lastly the preparation. of the entente

ism is on its last legs. -
It is suggested that Germany ""z:

to “smoke out” the real terms of the

entente allies for peace. Whet 'the

are responsible for all their sorrows,

| }and that these rulers and their an-

tiquatéd principles must go, and Ger-
many undertake u democratic revolu-
tion by which the people shall govern
themselves and express their own
ideals and aspirations, they will have
learned the most essential of all the
terms of peace, When = they adopt
democracy all the rest can easily be
arranged.

Expel the Datk Forces From

. Every Cabinet ;

It is ah inspiring story that comes
from Russta. The nobles, the agmy
and the people have misen in patriotic
resentment against the pro~-German in-
fluences that have been so powerful
in the cabinet, and even at the court
of the czar. Both houses of th.e
national legislature have demanded
something like a parliamentary gov-
ernment with a ministry responsible
to the duma. For the first time simnce
thé rudimentary parliament gathered
at Petrograd, the imperial council and
the duma te in voicing the sent!-
ment of the people.

the scenes in Russia is largely a mat-
tér of speculation, but we know that
recently. Boris Sturmer
from the premiership. His retirement
synchronized with the dismissal of the
German ministér of foreign affairs.
and there is reason to believe that
these worthies had agreed upon a
separate treaty of peace between Rus-
sia d@nd Germany. The ‘censorship
over the Russian press makes it dif-
ficult to learn anything in that quarter,
but the London papers more than hint
at the fact that Boris Sturmer was
negotiating a patched-up peace, A
The ambition of Russia is undoubt~
edly to obtain possession of Constan-
tinople, and had Germany been in a
position to offer that prize it would
have.proved a great temptation to the
Russian people, but the peace which
the Russian and German Cabinets
were trying (to patch up went no
further than Imaking Constantinople a
free port; hence the indignation of the
Russian people,

Public opinion in Russia has few
vents for expression, and, “ therefore,
the address just passed by thé twa
houses of the national legislature, de-
manding a responsible ministry, " is
one of the most important political
events in Europe since the convening
of the states-general by Louis XVI1,, in
1789,

If we dismiss as idle gosaip the
stories about the pro-German Russian
monk, and his influence at the court
of the czar, we cannot get away from
the evidence of disloyalty to the nation
and to the cause of the allies in the
case of the cabinet ministers. German
influence has been ceaselessly at work
in Russia, and, for that matter, in
Canada. The German-American
nickel trust does not pay its taxes in
Ontario as British subjects are com-
pelled to do. It carries from Canada

Some of that nickel, when refined, i3
shipped to the iffunition makers of
Germany. The ' “Deutschland” w:ll
soon he here to take its third cargo of
Canadian nickel from an American to
a German seaport,

That German influences are so
powerful in Canada, may well give us
cause for alarm. Many of our news-
papers seem to be under the malign
influence, and there 1s some force in
the suggestion of Sir Sam Hughes that
an investigation should be hagd into
the expenditure of German gold for the
purpose of influencing public opinion,
Officials in high places seem to be un-
der German influence in Canada no
Iess than in Russia, >

No chances should be taken in war
time. Even at the risk of injustice all
men should be driven from office who,
br their actions, indicate that they are
under the influence of the enemy., No
one who is suspected of favoring Ger-
many instead of Britain in this war,
should occupy a seat in the cabinet
of any British commonwealth,

An evening paper yvesterday thus
headlined the. despatch from Petro-
grad:

Pro-Germanism in
Driven from Cabinet.

‘Will our Canadian papers say about
Canada what they are saying about
Russia? If they aré as much opposed
to German influence in Canada as they
seem to be opposed to German in-

Russia to be
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fluence in Russia, let them come out
boldly and say: ;
‘“Pro-Germanism in Canada must
be driven from the cabinets at
Ottawa_and Toronto.”

CONDEMNS CONDITIONS
IN MUNITION PLANTS

Social W&rker Thinks Women ini
Need of ‘Money Should Get
Preference.

Theré are many women in Toronto
who would be glad to work on muni-
tions for the double purpose of earn-

ing their living and at the same time
helping in some way. in patriotic work
that will eventually win the war. Hun-
dreds of such are desirous to register,
many rave already done so, and while
there is promise of- their being need-
‘ed in the coming months, there is' no-
thing for them at the moment.

On the other hand, there are said to
be women working in factories who
have gone there with the sole purpose
of doing their “bit,” the wages being
no -cbject. While this is most praise-
worthy, there is no doubt But thut in
the minds of many the places held by

to the wemen - who really need the
meney which  may be made in the
work. .

A woman who is oficially connected
with the social service work of the
city was heard to condemn the pre-
sent conditions in no unmeasured
ierms. Something would have to be
done about it, she declared.

PROCEEDS FROM WASTE
CAMPAIGN ENCOURAGING

Are Largely Increased 'Since Mrs,
Baker Took Over Work. .

koo s

Possibilities which lie within the
matter of the waste campaign in con-
nection with the Cunadian Red Cross
Society are demonstrated by the fine
reports from the 'waste department,
under the chairmanship of ¥, A, Mul-
holland, where, in two weeks, begin-
ning with Nov. 15, the proceeds
intervening the proceeds dre about
doubled.

A corps of earnest volunteer work-
ers assist Mrs. Baker. These are sup-
plied by the Beaches’ Red Cross So-
ciety, the Riverdale Patriotic Society,
the East Toronto Women’s Institute,
the Jarvis Street Baptist Church Red
Cross Auxiliary, the North Ioronto
Red Cross Society, and the College
Heights and Rosedale Patriotic Asso-
ciation. Calls are made by these work-
ers at the homes and business places
of the city, and the responses have
been most encouraging, over 4000 pro-
mises being reported for the coming
month,

ADVOCATES CONSCRIPTION.

Editor World: Having enlisted ia
the 86th M. G. Battalion last year, I
met with an accident which has kept
me back. I was;within two or thres
months of 45, 2nhd had given up my
place of business. Three of my fel-
lows also enlisted, Fred Rawsons, who
was woundea and is now making
shells; Guy White, in the 120th, and
Matt. Brunner, now at the front
trenches, having gone over with the
&6th. It makes my blood boil to see
the crowds walking around and taking
in the shows, instead of putting on the
khaki. There is only one thing for
them, and that is conscription. Now
you high-flying fellows, get busy, for
this means you. W. A. Wilson.

A treat for you and your family is the
Christmas number Sunday World. Stor-

:es lthe children will enjoy are contained
n It

AWARDED PART CLAIM.

Judge Denton yesterday awamided the
plaintiffis in the case of I. Kinear and
Company against W. R. Mitz of Hunt-
with costs fixed at $25 !
iin their suit for 8321, alleged due for
800ds sold and delivered. The defend .-
ants contended that the full amount
of the bill was $120 for which they had
settled, :

this latter class should be given up

LITTLE DRUG TRAFFIC
IN TORONTO AT PRESENT

Police Prosecutions and Convic-
- tions Have Had Good Effect.

Owing to the decrease in,the number
of police prosecutions for drug using
and peddling, the police, hospital authori-
ties and physicians gererally are of the
helief that there is comparativcly little
traffic in drugs here .at the present
time. The conviction of numerous
peddlers and users of drugst it is sald,
has brought about this desirable state
of affairs. Effecting the arrest of drug
peddlers and vsers is no easy task fer
tlie police. The peddlers have no settied
place of Lusiness, but use the streets,
parks ané pubilic buildings to carry on
their nefarious  trade.
the police say, the exchapge of drug
and money between peddler and user
48 made cn the street without the for-
mality of- speech between the two.

NEW MOTORCYCLE MARK.

'Owin to the fact that the marker
of a ¢ycle is ‘now carried on
rear of.th® machine and is often hids

n many cases, |

< -
den by the rider’s coat, it is expected
that next year a second mark w'll have
to' be attached to the front mud guard
80 that the number may be -seen.

IN LONDON HOSPITAL.

Chatham. Dec. 12.—Capt. Fred Ni-’
colle, a proginent Chatham physician,
who left some months ago with a
\branch of the C.A.M.C., is recovering
from trench fever in King’s Hospital,
London. .according to advices received
in the ecity today. Capt. Nicolle ex-
pects to be assigned to duties in
France again on his recovery.
 ———————
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1 Billy’s mother says—home to his mo-

Book Reviews

A SUNNY SUBALTERN
BILLY'S LETTERS FROM FLAN-
" DERB, |

Millions cf letters have been writ-
ten to Canada by the boys who have

¢ ers, and millions (more
will be written befere the war is over.
Recipients somctimes read the letters
and discard them., Some put them
away to read again. T8, wives
and sweethearts keep the letters
read them again and again,.

“Billy’s” mother thought so much of
the letters her son wrote her that she
read them to her friends. These friends
enjoyed the letters so much that they
prevalied upon’ Billy's mother to au-
thorize their publieaticn, and they
have been put into beok form under
the above title by McClelland, Good-
child & Stewart, at the very rgason-
able pricoe of a’ dollar. ® ;

In "o preface, Billy's mother ex-

“At the earnest solicitation of friends
I am publishing these letters, which
were wriften without any attempt at
yliterary effort, and intended only for a
niother’'s eye. I am sure my son will
be pleased if they are the meuns of
bringing gven a passipg pleasure to
yse dear ones are now atihe
front, or to those whose loved ones

to any others . who may read this
'bcok.” \ f- -
And the letters are written just as

ther,-in the way that any youth who
lcves his mother would write. Events
on the voyage to Engl in training
camps, at the front in™frenches or bil-
lets, or under fire, are told in simple
language and in such a “homey” way
that one wants to read them all be-
fore putting the book aside, only to

taken up and read over again, or
read aloud to a circle of friends as¢
Billy’s mother read them to her friends
and his.

Some good suggestions are contain-
ed in the letters. For instance, in one
he writes: ?

“I want you at once to send me a
card, if possible, obtained from the,
Bank of Montreal, for your signature,
as I am going to make my bank ac-
court & joint one in both of our names,
either draw cheques, This will en-
able' you to draw out at anv time any-
thing to my credit, and avoid the ex-
pense of ltigation or probate should
they bump me off.”

pon his arrival at the front he
writes: “As you will see by the head-
ing, I'm at ‘Somewhere’ I bhelieve you
may havé heard of this place but I
know that its impogtance is nct known
to you. Ask any schoolboy the prin-
cipal city of. France, and he'll say
Paris, but ‘Somewheie’ ‘has recently
so increased in population that I be-
lieve it supersedes gay Pareée in im-
portance today.” . .
., Billy tells of his first experience un-
der fire, the excitement, “the verfable
hell” of it, and then. the relaxation
when they were relieved, ;
Here is the way he tells ot heing
wounded: “The day wore on, In mid-
afternoon came word to proceed to—,
there to counter-attack a certuin part
of the line, We gathered together
the men, some eighty that were im-
mediately at hand, end started off, It
was a trip practically in ths open,
as ahy trenches had been so battered
as 16 be useless, From every direc-
tion came long files of men, all cen-
tralizing along & given line, "I cam’t
remember the exact time the thing

was planned for, but we xtarted -off.
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| Elizabeth Petch, was awarded §1
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If you know a feturned soldier, ask
him about the neéd for munitions.

Abk hins whidther he thinks We the

have enough.

Ask him what it means to charge a
German trench that has not been
blasted aWay by sufficient shell fire.

His answer should inspire you to
any personal sacrifice when the call
comes to work in a munitions plant.

Every Shell is a Life Saver

\
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