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party whose ambitions find little echo in the nation asa whole, and that party has always been very stronriy
represented amongst the official classes, and not least
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adventure upon which the Russian Government had
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people have always remained more or less indifferent toPersian or Tibetan or Far Eastern questions. Its heartwas never even reaUy stirred by the war against Japan.On the other hand. Russian policy in the Balkans
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solicitude for the little Slav brothers, always strucka responsive chord throughout Russia; and the people
perhaps even more than the Government fiercely resented
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As between the two Sovereigns, the wire from Berlin
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^^ ^''° ^^"^^'^ irreparably damagedby the Kaiser's Shmmg Armour ; but when, in theory

the supreme authority is concentrated, as in Russia. £the hands of one man. he is rarely able to exercise real
control ov any department of the State. Hence inKussia the curious administrative anarchy which oftenseems to prevail under autocratic rule, even after the

Tsar had from the begiuning been a whole-hearted sup-
porter of the understanding ^vith England. German
influence contmued to make itself felt in many powerful
quarters, and even in the Russian Foreign Office. Inforei^ policy, it was chiefly in comiexion with Persiathat the voice of the German tempter still frequently
obtamed a hearing, and partly under pressure, Russian
diplomacy. ,t must • . admitted, often put a severestram upon the spirit if not the letter of the Anglo-


