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to receiye thee, O Lord, as many saints and dt vout
persons hare desired thee, when they received C y
sacrament, who were most pleasing unto thee in
holiness of life, and most fervei.t in devotion. O
my God, my e^'^erlasting Love, my whole Good, ny

never-ending Hapiness, I would gladly recei 7e thee
with the most vehement desire, and mostw< thy re-

verence that any of the saints ever had or cc Id ht I.

2. And although I be unworthy to have all l/hv^:. j

feelirr oi devotion, yet I offer unto thee the whole
.iffef. ii'4i of ly heart, as if I alone had all those in-

ttamvd kair 3. Yea, and whatsoever an holy mind
can CO olve and desire ; all th^s, with the great-

est rev|rence, and most inward affection, I offer

and present unto thee. I desire to reserve nothing
to myself, but freely and most willingly to sacrifice

mjself and all mine unto thee.

My Lord God, my Creator and my Redeemer, I

desire to receive thee this day, with such affecti >n,

reverence, praise, and honour, with such gratitude,

worthiness, and love, with such faith, hope, and
purity, as thy holy mother * ecei' i and desired

thee, when she humbly and devout </ answered the

angel, who declared unto her the mystery of thy

incarnation,
—" Behold the handmaid of the Lord

;

let it be done unto me according to thy word."

3. And as thy blessed forerunner, John the Bap-

tist, leaped for joy, by reason of the Holy Ghost,

while he was shut up in his mother's womb ; and

afterwards, seeing Jesus walking among men, hum-

" The friend of the bridegroom, that standeth and

heareth him, rejoiceth with jojr for the voice of the


