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SO we safely reached the other shore, and did not for many a

day cease to think about some of the strange features of this

adventurous trip, in which in after years we found much real

good had been done.

As we have been referring to treaties and the excitement there

was in the minds of the Indians in reference to the new relation-

ship in which they would stand to the Government, it may be well

here to put upon record the noble spirit of one of our Indians, on

whom honours were desired to be conferred by his people.

When the Dominion Government of Canada took possession

of the territories so long held by the Hudson's Bay Company,

they began to make arrangements for treaties with all the Indian

tribes. Word came out to us at Rossville Mission House, that

the Government wished the Indians to elect one of their number

as chief, with whom they could make a treaty, and whom they

could confer with if diflBculties arose in the future. They wished

the people to select a wise, judicious man, in whom all confidence

could be placed.

Naturally the Indians were very much excited at this new
order of things, and so there were many councils and much
speech-making. A good deal of curiosity was expressed to know
what benefits would result, and how much money would be

received by each of them. While there was still much uncertainty

about these things, it had become well known that the one

selected to be chief would fare very well. He would have more

money and presents than any other. He would be presented

with a silver medal with the face of the "Great Mother," the

Queen, upon it, and would be honoured with the personal friend-

ship of the Governor, and with other honours naturally dear to

the Indian.

After many councils the people came to the almost unanimous

conclusion that Big Tom should be their chief. In a full council,

with much ceremony, they offered him the position. Instead of

seizing the proffered honours with avidity, his face became very

grave, and it was evident he was iull of suppressed emotion.

Wuun he arose, as all supposed, to indicate his acceptance of tho


