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LIFE OE Bisnop phelan:. s

Philip Laracy, of Boston, concerning Patrick Phelan, says:—'• I nm
" particuhirly anxious for his welfare—I havo known him in child-

" hood : in his childhood he gave presages of his subsecjuent virtue
'• and merit. I had an opportunity of witnessing the conduct of .his

'•boyhood: that conduct was exemplary. Providence had allotted

''that I have been his Parish Priest these four years, and in that
'* C:ip.icity I pledge my public character that no one ever gave a Parish
'' Priest more gratifying satisfciction. I never met a young man of

'•better conduct."

To return to tli£>. subject of his education, we learn thai tlie Parish

Priest, the llev. Pather ilosey, had established a Latin school, and,

us he was intcresteil in Patrick's success, he offered him his choice of

commencing a course of classics or accepting a situuticm ui the Bank
of Dublin; but Patrick, whose sole intent was to prep:ire his studies

so as to be able to embrace, at some future day, the ecclesiastical state,,

preferred to choose the former. He then commenced the study of

Jjatin, under tlie direction of Father ILosey, but in conse(pience of

this reverend gentleman being shortly afterwards removed froui tli«

Parish, the school broke up. He Vv'as then sent to Freshford, whers

lliere was a Latin school established by the Parish Priest, the llev.

Fathei- Grady. Here he remained for tliree years, and Almighty God
blessed his laborswith such success and enabled him to make such

proficiency, that he himself became an a.ssistant teacher, as v.^e lessru

from one of the certificates of character which was furnished him,

when there was (juestion o^ his leaving Ireland. As this document
has ref'oronca to his life and conduct at Fresliford, it will .be proper to

insert it here. Wa learn, conscipientl}-, according to tlie attestation,

made the first of 3Iay, 1821, by a number of priests and a rcspcct-

jible body of laity, that " Patrick Phelan resided for some years in the
'• Town of Freslitbrd, and assisted tlicre iii teaching the classic?-', "t a,

''numerous and req)ectable school—that his conduct there had betu
'* every way laudable and correct, his attention to those under his care

•'' assiduous and unremitted, and his exemplary moral demeanor not
" only unexceptionable but liighly edifying."

About tills time: he was bereaved of his good fiflicr, and, as we
bhould naturally su[)[)ose, this loss wo,uld have weighed heavily on the

uiind of Patrick, were it not that a firm flith sustained him in his

ufifietion. Knowing as he did the holy iiitentioiis of that fond parent

in his regard—how he sought to encourage and advance him in hi«

t;tudies, and conscious that his last prayer was breathed for his son's

welfare, Patrick could not but experience the greatest sorrow; more-

over, that at that moment, the loss might have ap])cared to him as a

means of frustrating his picms designs, or at least of rendering the

liroseeution of his studies much more diflicult. However, Providciieo

watched over him, and paved the way foi;^him to continue his course

of classics. The College of Castleinarket or Jjowhillmore, Ballyna-

ilill, in the Queen's County, had been in the course of erection, and

Vim just completed at the time; so that his mother, who tdways so


