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1886-7 $l;;0,lKH)

1887-8 i;i7,000

1888-9 l'JS,0(10

1889-90 leO.tKK)

1890-91 181,000
1891-2 21S,{1()0

1892-3 24;»,ilO(i

Before going fur her, Mr. Browu said,

he woull read a few extracts from the
reports of the Public Accounts Couunit-
tee, which were official documents.
After readinj^ several of the statements
made in the reports—relating to tiie

using up by the Government, during the
current year, of over a quarter of a uiii-

lion dollars of trust and special funds
for general purposes, and other matters
—the speaker said his audience would
be at no loss to guess the condition of

the I'rovincial treasury, and he pro-

ceeded to tell au amusing story about an
Irishman and an Knglishman Vvith a
bottle of "the craythur," in illustration

of the state of matters, the point of

which was, if it's nothing you are looking
for, you'll find it in the treasury.
[Laughter and applause. I It would be
observed that, in Aiia matter of salaries,

there was regular and rapid upward
progress. He could not, of course, give
the expenditure on account of these
salaries for the current year, but the es-

timated amount was something over
$272,000. As he had already said,

this included only the salaries of the
gentlemen known as permanent Govern-
ment otiiciais.

!Saku8i»-Slocan Scheme I'nravellwiJ.

The Xakusp-Slocan matter was then
taken up. In discussing this matter,
eaid Mr. Brown, the Government had
taken a course which was rather a favor-

ite with them. They used a multuude
of words, in order to confuse people.

The matter was suthciently simple for

aay man to exercise his judgment upon
it. He proposed to discuss it under four
headings: The (iitference Ijetween the
first and t'econd bcirgains ; the statement
about cost; the conduct of the Govern-
ment in the matter; and the policy. As
between the two bargains, it luul to be
borne ia mind that it was impossible to

tell how the railway would pan out as a

commercial enterprise. If it paid, then,
of course, the Province was relievt-d from
responsibility. As a matter of fact, the
attack made upon th« scheme had not
been directed to any great extent
against the change of plan ; but all

the defence vvas made on that point.

This was another favorite dodge of the
Governraint— to ignore the real point of

attack, aiid blaze away about things
which were merely incidental. The
matter stood thus : The original plan
was to guarantee interest uuh/, on |1)25,-

000
t
$25,000 per mile]; the present plan

was to guarantee both interest and prin-
cipal on !i;(547,000 i!p 17,500 per mile.] He
would give tliem the actual ligures tirst,

and dej>! with the dishonest handling of

them by the Premier, under the third
h'-ading. The interest in both cases was
lOur per ciint., but under the present
plan, a ainkinir fund of two per cent had
also to be paid, making the annual
charge, six per cent, on the !f647,000.
Against these payments we had the
Dominion suhsjidy, pat up in cash by the
company, which amounted to $118,400.
The figures, therefore, were:

ORIGIN AJ. I'1>AN.

Aniuial interest piivmeui, at ( per cout.,
0!i .«'J25,0U0, equal ,,. .f 37,000

Total liability. .•fi:i,',000a year for 25 years,
$'.125,000, less Domiuioii subsidy of
$118,100, etiual 806,600

I'ltESENT I'L.\K.

.\iimial jmyment, interest and sinking
fund at 6 percent., on.fill?, 0*), equal. ..f 38,820

Total liability, .fS8.82U a year for 'irj years,
$970, '>0J, les.s Dominion subsidy of
$118,100, equal 8.52,100

"So that the liability of the Province
under the present arrangement,'' con-
tinued .Mr. Brown, "is a matter ot $45,-

000 greater than under the old or original

agreement. We are told, of course, that
we have, under the present arrange-
ment, the railway at the end of the
term ; but, if the railway })ay.s, the Prov-
ince is relieved fiom responsibility, and
the railway belongs to the compariv;
and, if it does not pay, what value will

it oe as an asset? It will be a white
elephant-—and a scabby one at that.

"Now, take the statement about cost.

1 told them in the House, that the chat-
ter about the cost per mile of railway
building nut me in mind of the old say-
ing 'as tiig as a piece of chalk.' .Many
facts enter into the calculation, 'out the
only one necessary to ileal with here is,

the style of construction— the charaiiter

of the work done. Built iii first class

style, a line will cost more, naturally,
than it will if il is full of the steepest
possible grades, and the sharpest pos-

sible curves, and grasshopper trestles,


