
INTRODUCTORY.

"

(1) Phonography, or Shorthand, &h It 1m popularly
called. <8 a method of repreHenting the houiuIm of a languagt
without reference to the ordinary Hpelling. Hounds form
the ultimate analysis of spoken language and the basis of
modern shorthand writing. While It Is true theoretically
that we have to deal with sounds In shorthand,- yet prac-
tically It Is true only to a limited degree. lioth the re-
porter and the amanuensis rely almost solely on the con-
sonant outlines of words, vowels being only occasionally
Inserted for the sake of greater legibility.

(2) In phoTiography, consonants are represented b> sym-
bols, called stems. These stems are formed from tlie sim-
plest of geometrical signs—straight and curved lines.
While certain stems represent single consonants only, the
greater number of them are designed to represent frequent-
ly recurring group? of consonants. In other words, gener-
ally speaking, phonographic stems represent common sylla-
bles, the vowels and silent letters being purposely omitted.

(3) Obviously, therefore, the most sensible way to pro-
ceed to learn the art is to thoroughly memorize the stems
and the syllables they represent. To facilitate their ac-
quisition, the stems have been arranged In regular series,
the initial stems of each series consisting of simple lines
from which other stems are developed merely by the addi-
tion of a hook or hooks. Witli comparatively few excep-
tions, the stems follow a definite and systematic plan of
formation. They are, therefore, easilj learned and readily
retained in the memory.

(4) The stems should be made rather slowly and pre-
cisely at first but as soon as learned they should be writ-
ten with a free and easy movement and as rapidlv as they
can b3 made well. Make the characters small, nert and
uniform in size. The shortened steins should t»e made a
little less than half as long as tne full length 'items, in
order that there may be no possible conflict. Make the
light stems like hairs, and the shaded stenn just heavy
enough to readily distinguish them.

(5) Probably the best method of memorizing the stems Is
to repeatedly write them, naming each stem mentally as it
is written ; thus :

JVify A}?/r

Continue to practice the stems in this manner until
their appearance is photographed on the memory, and un-
til the hand ia trained to make them easily, rapidly and
faultlessly.


