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thc Icaving of tho chance of collision lu'tween

thu American iiHhvrmen and the Canudian
fluburmcn a matter of posHibilitj would dcHtroy

or greatly préjudice the gréa object of the

ncgotiationH that were to restor» the amicable

rcIationH and friendly feelinga between the two
nations, and thereforo Her Majesty'u Govern-
.mcnt pruBsed that thèse questions should be

allowed to rcmain in abeyance, and that some
other settlcment in the way of compensation to

Canada should be found. The protocol shows
Mr. Speaker, that the United States GoTcrn-
ment through thcir Commissioners, mode a
considérable advance, in the direction of Reci-

procity, because they offered to exchange for

our inshore fisheries, in the ftrst place the right

to fish in their waters whatever that might be

worth, and they offered to admit Canadian
coal, sait, fish, and, after 1874, lumbcr. They
offered Reciprocity in thèse articles. On behalf

of Canada the British Commissioners said

that they did not consider that that was a fair

équivalent (hear, hear). It is not necessary

that I should enter into ail the discunsions and
arguments on that point, but it was pointcd

out by the British Commissioner» that already

a mcasnre had passed one branch of the Légis-

lature of the United States, making coal and
sait free, and stood ready to be passed by the

other branch, the Senate. It was bclieved at

that time that the American congress for its own
purpose, and in thc intcrest of the American
people, was about to take the duty of thèse

articles, and therefore the remission could not

be considered as in any way a compensation, as

Congress was going to take off tlie duty

whether there was a Treaty or not. Then as

regards the duty on lumber which was offered

to be taken off in 1874, we pointed out that

nearly a third of the whole of the time for

which the Treaty was proposed to exist would
expire before the duty would be taken off our

lumber. The British Commissioners urged that

underthosocircumstances the offer could not be

considered as a fair one, end that Canada had a

fair right to demand compensatien over and
above thèse proposed reciprocal arrangements.

Now, Mr. Speaker, before that proposition was
made I was in commimication with my coUea-

gues. The Canadian Government was exceed-

inglyanxious that the original object should be

carried out, that if we could not get reciprocity

as it was in 1854, that we should be allowed to

rctain our fisheries, and that the questions in dis-

pute should be settled, but Her Majesty's Go-
vernment taking the strong ground that their

acceding to our wishes would be équivalent to

an abandonment of carrying the Treaty into

effect, the Canadian Government rcluctantly

said that from a aesire to meet Her Majesty's

Government's views as much as possible, and
not to allow it to be felt in England that from

a selfish désire to obtain ail we desired we had
frustrated the efforts of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, to secure peace, we consented that the

propositions I hav« mentioned should be made,
and so that proposition was made to the United

States. Although I do not know it as a matter

of ccrtainty, I havc reoson to bclicvo that if it

hiul Bot been for the action of this Legislatura
last seasion we ahould now be pasiing an oct
for the purpose of ratifying a Treaty in which
coal, sait and lumber from Canada would bc
received into the United Statea free of duty.—
(Hear, hear.) I hâve reaaon to belleve that
had it not been for the interposition of tbia Le-
gialature—and I speak now of political friends

as well as foea—thoae terma which were offered

by the United States would havo been a por-
tion of th« Treaty instead of its standing, aa it

does now.—(Applause.) I will tell the Housa
why I say so. The offer was mode early by the
UniteU Statea Government. The anawer mado
by the British Commissioners was, that undcr
the circumatances it was nota fai** and adéquate
compensation for the privilèges that were asked,
and the British Commissioners at the sugges-
tion of the Canadian Government referrcd th«
question to Her Majesty's Goverement whether
they had not a right in addition to this offer ot

the United States to expect a pecuniary com-
pensation, that pecuniary compensation to bo
settled in some way or other, That took
place on the 25th of March, 1871. On the
25th of March I think the final proposition
waa made by the U. S. Government, and on
the 22nd March, only two days before, tho
resolution carried in this House by which tha
duty was taken off coal and sait and the other
articles mentioned. Before that resolution waa
carried hère no feeling was expressed in the
United States against the taking off' the duty
on Canadian coal and sait into the United
Sta*es

;
no one raised any difficulty about it.

I am as well satisfied as I can be of any thing
which I did not see occur that the admiosioa
of Canadian coal and sait into tlic United
States would bave been placed in the Treaty
if it had not been for the action of thig

Législature. On the 25th of March that offer

was made, and it was referred to England.
The English Government stated that they
quite agreed in the opitiion that in addition to

that offer there should be compensation in
money, and then on the 17th of April tho
American Commissioners withdrew as they had
the right to do their offer nltogether. And
why did they withdraw the offer altogether ?

One of the Commissioners in conversation said

to me "I am quite surprised to find the opj)o-

sition that bas sprung up to the admission of

Canadian coal and sait into our market. I waa
unprcpared for the feeling that is exhibited."

I knew right well what the reason was. The
monopolists having the contrôl of American
coal in Pennsylvania and sait in New York, so
long as the Treaty would open to them the
markets in Canada for their products wefe
willing that it should carry, because they would
hâve the advant*ge of both markets but when
the duty was taken off in Canada, when you
hadopened our market to them, when they had
the whole control of their own market and free

access to ours, whether for coal or sait, the

monopolists brougbt down ail their énergies

upon their friends in Congress, and through


