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the spirit of iielfiAcriHce. In the flrat

place, iw 1 have already Intimated, wo have
proctioally given up the hoadluml i)Oint

altotfethor, m Hpite of i< onHe whioli wo
oonmder unti»rtailiil)le ni point of law, nnd
which wo iiHfd belbro I8M to eni'orce the
repeated seizureM and condemnations of
American voHsels. We now allow them to

fish anywhere up to the three mile limit

of the actual shore linu. But even as to

these limits wo were anxious on every
{;round to avoid complications and have
the best relations with the Americans,
and to this end we were willing virtuallv

to share the tisheries with them. All

that we aaked was that American llshing

vessels should pay a nominal tonnage
licelne for the privilege of fishing any-

where, and we fixed this at so low a rate

that it really amounted to no more than a
sort of peppercorn rental acknowledg-
ment of right. '^lere ia the statement of

the operations of the system :—In 1866
there weie 354 licenses : in 1867 there

281 licenses ; in 1868 there were fifty-six

licenses ; in 1869 there were twenty-five

licenses. Now, sir, you will readily see

on a simple view of this table how num-
erous were the ciises of trespass without
license dur<ng this period, "^ut during
the whole of these four seasons not a single

American vessel was detained. During
this period also we indulged American
fishermen with repeated warnings, and it

was probably this which spoiled our license

system ; for it practically rendered tres-

passing upon our fishing grounds a thing

without danger^/' But it completely shows
the spirit in which we acted throughout
this time. But you can see at a glance that

it was impossible for us to allow such a
state of things to go on. We might just

as well have surrendered the fisheries

altogether. They are our property, and
property which we are willing to share

witn Americans on just terms, which we
have very nearly sacrificed altogether.

We are now fully purposed
not to do this without a just equivalent.

While we carried on this licensing system
We virtually put up with boundless trespas-

sing, while at the same time pray observe

that British caught fish are all the time
subject to a virtually prohibitory duty
in American ports. It is too much. They
seem to want the right to take our fish

and exclude our fishermen from their

markets. But we are satisfied the just

and generous American public do not

understand this question. -^And that is

why we rejoice at his opportunity of lay-

ing it before them. Well, sir, we were
obliged to reconsider our position,

not only on the grounds mentioned,

but because during the period since

1866 the AmericaB fishermen com-

i I:

mitted other infVaotion> of the
Treaty of] 81 8, such as fi-equenting our
harbours to transfer cargoes and take sup-
plies, creating riots and disturbances and
defying the laws, in i860 our shores
Bwarme<l with American* fishing vessels

which would not pay the license fee, and
wo had the undoubted evidence before us
that^ owing to the prohibitory duties of
firitiHh caught fl«h, and our practical sur-

render of our rights to American fishing

vessels, the Dominion fishermen were be-

ginning to man the American vessels, and
our wholj fishing trade and property were
threatened with extinction. It became
absolutely nectissary for us to retrace our
steps. And therefore we have praotically

this season resumed our position under
the Treaty of IS 18, except only that we
have, as I have before pointed out. put in

abeyance the headland question. /Wonow
only maintain the two points—one, exclu-
sive inshore fishing line, and the absolute
necessary distinction of character between
a fishing and a trading vessel—a distinc-

tion absolutely necessary to the fishing

property and the revenue system. We
maintain, therefore, sir, that our conduct
has been in the liighest degree friendly
and generous, and we have great right to
complain of i^<8 being represented ur ler
a different light by so high an official as
the cu.ef of the Republic himself. If he
proposes to bind together all sections of
American people in one common American
sentiment by such a course, it seems to us,

to say the least of it, that he will not
succeed.
Herald Coumissionbr—^The President in

his Messsge intimates that your legisla-

tion of late has been both unfriendly and
novel in enforcement of your fishing
rights.

Dominion Statesman—The President i*

misinformed, and it is greatly to be wished
that he would study these points for him-
self, or be sure of those whose studies he
depends upon. ^Our legislation has been
no more than a transcript of that older
legislation on the subject, which, as I have
said, was never complained of on the
ground of right durmg the whole period
bet-yeen 1818 and 1854. Nor harewe ever
attempted to enforce our municiptd legis-

lation, except in the undoubted three-
mile limit from the shore. But allow me
to state what has happened. At the be-
ginning of the year 1870, we notified to
the American government ib&t we felt

ourselves obliged now strictly to enforce
the rule of exclusion from the shore line
of three miles ; not, be it observed, from
headlands. /During the year 1870 we have
enforced that conclusion. There have been
a few seizures within the three mile limit,

pray observe, for illegal fishing, v/ There


