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On the Evening of Tiuirsday, January 9th, the above Meeting was held at the Hall of th«

Mechanics' Institute,

The Honorable Judge PARKER, President of the Society, in the Chair. '
'

A very large and respectable assemblage sttended on the occasion, filling the Hali to over-

flowing. The proceedings were opened with singing a part of the 57th Psalm, and reading

the67ih.

* The Fresidenl ihcn addresnecl ilio Meeting, and in re-
j

marking^, with regret, on the insufficiency nf <'ie spacn i»
|

Bccominodato tho yearlji increasing number of those who
j

were desirous of attending our anniversaries, urged ou all
|

(tresent—who cama as avavved friends lo the circulation of I

the Holy Scriptures—for such only were invited—to con-

cider tho duty of giving ihdir sulistnniial aid lo (he Society i

and in order to show the need for this, he reminded them
|

that we were not merely a Bible Society ofN«w Brunswick I

—but an auxiliary to tho great British and Foreign Bibie I

Society —the Bible Society of (he world. After comment- i

inc (ni the vast extent of the Society's operations under i

each of the distinctive heads—British and Foreign—and
|

tho great benefit we derived from the Common English

Version of the Bible—adopted and approved by all de-

uominations of Protestants—which hud been so carefully

and faithfully translated, and so long in use—the numerous
other versions rendered necessary by the various languages

and dialects of the inhabitants of the widely spread do-

minions of the British Crown—tho new fields opening evecy
vear or the old ones extending in Foreign Countries,—tho
{'resident proceeded nearly as follows

:

" Tlis one great object of the Bible Society is, that

every member of the human family should have tho whole
and the pure word of God in his own tongue in which he
was born. It is very gratifying to me to inform you that

you will have before you tHis evening, two Reverend gen-

tlemen who have laboured in far dietaiit and widoly separa-

ted countries,—and who will tell you what tlicir own eyes

have soon, their own cars heard, and hands handled in tho

work of this Society—and you will hear from them and
from others, not merely of the eftcct of the Bible in Heathen
countries-—but the contrast will be drawn between the past

and present state of those c.ouutricH in which the Bible is

freely received, and those (whether Heathen or within tha
Doiinds of Christendom) where itis cxoliidcdoronly partially

admitnd. The great advantage which has attended the
plan of Bible Col|)ortage in this l^rovinoe, as well as all

other countricB into which it has been intnxiuced, will abo
be detailed to you.
" There is one topic—of late an ainiogt alviorliing one in

England—which it would be an aficcUition of delicacy in me
to pass iinnotiqed—^indeed, as I consider it has a mpet ma-
terial bearing on the Bible Society, it is foiTc'd upon our at-

tcntiou. You will perceive i am alluding to the lata extra-
ordinary action of one whom we .can louk iipun only aa a
Foreign {'rince or Prelate—thougl^ his spiritual authoriiy is

acknowledged by many bcyondthc sphere of his dominion
anfl See. As a member of this Bociety , and it is only in this
capacity I refer to it-^I szy it is forced on our notice, for
wo cannot but remcmlKir that fi oin the same qnarter angry
wid ^i«leat deaunciiUions .arp constanlJy poured fortli upon
tUo Bible Socitty—its ageiits and ita (iperatjoras—oiid taK.-

ing these in funncxion with the late unprovoked aggression,
I look upon rhem as partii ofone great plan of attack, not so

• much on the Church of England, as on the great principica
of the Reformation—those principles which arc the foun-
uatiea ol the J^iblc Society. >yhen I reflect 9n tfop j:r«»«»

and poRHible constHjncnces of this invaslon> I most cordially

entt )• into the spirit of a resolution passed at a great Prt^
testant meeting recently held in London

—

" That the main
" hope of checking the pi-o|re8s pf erroneous dpctrines atid
" practices does not rest upon lEjcasured of counter-agitati'

" ou, but upon the |reat Protestant principles of uphoi^ng
•' thf Supremacy ol Scripture as the rule of faith; and of
" counteracting error by the exhibition of Scriptural truth"

—and I firmly rely on these principles to prevent the spread-

inr of any such erroneous docti'ines or practices within this

Province—and I look to the Bihle Society's depot as t)ffi

great armoury from which to draw our weapons Tor the

contest, should contest come.
" There is a point of great consequence—as to the duty

of this Society and its members in regard to the individual

lay memliers of tho Roman Catholic ijommnnion—and wo
should I think be deterred by no denunciations—no fear of
oftence—from olfering to them as well as others the Bible in

their own tongue—to all who will accept it. We may iKjt

feel any particular call to press it on those who have ,it

always within their reach, and the means of procuring it-i—

but there are thousands even in this Province who niay ne-

ver see it from their cradles to their graves unless vi^e tak»

it to them. And why should we take it to them 1 because

in so doing we believe v.e are acting in obedience—not to a
human but a Divine command—because we are convinced

by repeated instances that God's blessing.attends it. 1 havt»

thought often and deeply oa this" subject, and I say unheal-

tatingly, I cannot recognise in any one man,' whatever Inay

be his title, [wwer, or pretension—I cannot recognise in any
class of men—rulers, priests, or prelates—:I cannot recognise

in any body of men—General Council, Synod, Convocation,

at what you will, any right to Jebar others fi'om the free

'!S(i of the sacred Scriptures. The Bible is the authentic

levelation of God*3 will to man—it is man's inheritance, of

which his brother man should not deprive him.' Tliere is

no ^varrant for saying the Bible is for the priest and not for

tke people, It is a great delusion; When! am ipaet by ob-

jectors telling ;ye they cannot see this as we see it, X reply,

let the light shine in upon you, and then judge. Oh.tbtat

all men woilld look at Jhese things by the purp light of Gds-
pel tnrth as it shines fdi IH fi-oin 'the book of fnspiratirttt,

and not as obscni-od by iihc mists of fcunuui d^ditioM or lk»

clmids ofn.perveited mtion&lism—notwitb mhtSfi.ensnaxpd

or (ancica daa^lcd by suporstitiqus inu^eiy—«aa then would

they bless Uie d^y ifnd ble^ the agcncjr ^wbicb.lod^em to

thoUgbt-"'

Ai» at|st«»ct pf iljfl.Ile«f)(^t jv*^ n^3{t,i:ead bj fir.

Pateraon,tbeae,ai9r,SQcreUrj)'i from nhichltap-

p^r^d that the PurcntiSucijat)' b^ l^fen ,very |ir(^-

parous during the
,

past jreiar, Jl^vipif realaed Jn

receiptfl, £9l,i>3i4, and .h^mg iwued ,1,136^
copies of tl;iie; iloly Scripnirce. l^he ,lx>cal Atu^iH-

^xy has Blfo,pr9^pei;ed ; it/s iwn^ amounied.ta

2,415 copie8,,ao/(l ^(a receipts, inoludj/tf ^ifi Cjitl^p;

Uqn at Uie.Wie#|inj{, hoover j£l^.
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