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The tta£l of land inhabited by the north-

ern Indiansi reaches from latitude 59 to 69
deg. and is about five hundred miles iii

width. The furfacc is frequently covered

Mi'itn a thin fod of mofs ; but^ iln general^

it is no more than on« folid mafs of rocks

and (tones* It produces fome cranberries^

and a few other infignificant (hrubs and

herbage; and in the i|iar(hes are found dif-

ferent kinds of grafs : but nature has been

very fparing in her gifts in the vegetable

clafs.

There is a kind of mofs of a black, hard,

crumply appearance, growing on the rocks

and large ftones, which is of infinite fervice

to the natives, as it fometimes furnifhes

them with a temporary fubfiftence, when
no other food is to be procured. When boil-

ed, it turns to a gummy confiftence, and is

neither unpalateable nor unwholefome. Fi(K

and deer, ^pwcver, conftitute theit^ princi-

pal fupport; and thefe are in moft places,

fufficienily abundant at the proper feafons.

When two parties of thofe Indians meet,

they make a full halt within a few yards of

each other, and^in general, fit or lie down
for a few minutes. At length one of them,

commonly breaks filence, and when he has

made his oration, the fpeaker of the -other

party begins his reply.
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