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the searching operations are to be based on a compre-

hensive and exhaustive system, my scheme cannot pos-

sibly be left unconsidered and neglected. The com--

mercial interests of the country likewise demand an early

exploration of the region to which I have drawn atten-

tion, and science looks eagerly forward to the solution of

one of the most interesting of geographical problems.

Moreover, when it is considered that five years' increasing

efforts from one side have hitherto proved complete fail-

ures, the other side, so promising as regards an easy and

speedy access with the aid of steam, should no longer be

neglected. As yet the missing voyagers may not all have

perished, but a further delay of one or two years may

not leave one of them to tell the woeful tale of their suf-

ferings, and may repeat the fearful case of Sir Hugh

Willoughby's Expedition, where the stiff and frozen

corpses only were found on the dreary shores of the

Arctic regions.
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