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struck. Two Lieniouants, ^vith scTcral muI«hipmon, Ihoii

wont on board the ''Cliesapoako" to search for deserters,

and after being- there three hours, returned with four

—

two others identified "were found killed, and one jumped
overboard. Of the "Cliesapeake's" crew six were killed

and twenty-four wounded. Of her officers, Commodore
Barron, who behaved in the coolest manner during- the

attack, was slig-htly wounded in the leg by a splinter.

The Commodore wrote to Captain Humphreys, saying that

he considered the "Chesapeake" his prize and that he was
ready to deliver her up. Cax)tain Humphreys replied that

as he had executed the orders of the Commander-in-chi(d",

he had nothing more to do with her, that he must forthwith

join the rest of the stpiadron, and that he not only lamented

mcst sincerely the necessity that compelled him to violent

measures, but that if he could render any service ho would

cheerfully do it.

The attack of the "Leopard" on the "Chesapeake'' was

felt by the Government and people of the United States as

an outrage upon the honour and independence of the

nation, as an insult beyond the possibility of forbearance,

calling- for immediate attention and claiming resentment.

A Proclamation was consequently issued by President

JeiTerson, requiring all armed vessels bearing Commissions

under the Government of Great Britain then within the

harbours or waters of the United States immediately and

without delay to depart therefrom, and interdicting tlio

entrance of all the said harbours and waters to the armed
vessels and to all others bearing Commissions under the

authority of the British Government.

This Proclamation was followed by the dispatch of an

armed schooner, the "Revenge," to England, with instruc-

tions to the American Ministers to demand reparation for

insults and injuries in the case of the " Cliesapoako," and


