
in ;i iTsi'i'cirul iiiiiiiuor—by rolbrrin^' to tlit'oliHtM'vations

uiid coiiclusioiH III' lluwo who have .troiio hornT, lio liiulH

liiiii.solf cuiil'roiitcMl liy tlio tact that here, in coiiiu'ctioii

witli tl\o >,'rcat oiiioiituiii. tlicrc i:^ littlu to Ijc said

iiiilcss iiL! travels l)aek tlirouiili tiuM'entiirios. 'rhcroisno

vohimiiious iiteraturo, no array of luodorii contiiieiital

iuithoritios, wiiose names, in len^tli and dillicidty of

pronunciation, are in inverse proportion ti> the facts

and theories tliey brin^r forward. There are. it is true,

isohite.i observations upon tlio oinentuin, of recent

(latf—observations of irreaf value by Uanvier, Durham

and otliers; luit for any attempt at In-oad >;eneralization

upon the functions of tiie same we have to wander

bai k to the seventecntli century, and boyon<l that to

the fatliers of medicine. And stran.L'cly enou^di. pass-

iii),' back to the limits of medical history, we tind that

old Hippocrates noted that which, as 1 shall have later

occasion to point out, was perhaps more nearly correct

than any of the observations for lonj,' centuries foUow-

infi. In addition to his aphorism that if the omentum

|)rotrude it necessarily mortifies and drops off, he

makes a longer reference in his book '• -sXt rum/)/."

WritiuLi (H)ncernin^' exudations, he turns to one side to

refer to the si)leen. "In fever,"\says he, '-the si»leen

l)ecomes enlarged, increasing; in size as the body be-

comes ennieiated. Indeed, everything which causes the

spleen to become enlarged consumes the body. When

the body becomes emaciated, if the spleen be swollen

and the groat omentum attenuated at the same time

jis the body, then the fat which was in the omentum

is dissolved, and when the organ is free from fat. the

growing si)leen furnishes a llux. and the omentum,

which is close by, which has vessels, and those vessels

empty, receives tliat Hux.""
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« iKiivre!<CMm|ilMcs(l'Hi|>l>oerale, I.iltrc's oililion, I'aria, 1M9, \>.Mi.


