
A Ladder of Swords

"
I have visited at your manor, Monsieur

of Rozel. I have seen the state in which

you Hve, your retainers, your men-at-arms,

your farming-folk, and your sailor-men. 1

know how your '' een receives you; how

your honor is as swole as your fief,"

He drew himself up again proudly. He

could understand this speech.

"Your horses and your hounds I have

seen," she added, "your men-servants and

your maid-servants, your fields of com, your

orchards, and your b '"der. I have sometimes

^^oken the commandment and coveted them

and envied you."
" Break the commandment again for the

last time," he cHM. delir^hted and boister-

ous. " Let us not waste words, lady. Let's

kiss and have it over."

Her eyes flashed. "I coveted them and

envied you ; but, then, I am but a vain girl

at times, and vanity is easier to me than

humbleness."
" Bkxxl of man, but I cannot understand

so various a creature!" he bnjke in, again

puzzled.
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