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" Tliose oldest fossiliti'mMis rocks niiiy mark the coinineiice

iiiont ot' Jinniinal liib, hut tliey testify iiotliiii;;- as to the existeneo

or non-existeiicc of a pi'evioiis jiei-iod of vegetation ah)iie. Fartlioi*,

the ro(!ks which contain tlie oldest remains of life, exist as far as

yot known, in a C(Midition so lii^hly metamorj)hic as almost to ex-

clude th(^ possihilily of their conlaininii; any distinnMiish'ahle

ve;i;otahl fossils.'

Now it is seen that this is dirt'ctly contrary to the statements

in the extract Just reviewed. whi(di says:—"The animals and

plants of these oldest ro(d<s can lie arrain<j;ed in the same genera,

()i-(U>i's, or classes, with existin<^ trihes. tliounh >p('cilicaily distincl.''

The same oldest i'o(d<s. animals, and plants are mentioned in

l)oth. This contradiction is, alone, sntlicient to destroy the whole

of his wi'iting regai'dinsz; those remains as to ]»lants and vegetables,

and animals; also, the rocks heini;- so inctdfi'orj'Jiii- ov li-anslbrmed.

Jt is true the contradiction is not juijurif. Imt it is cle:irly damag-

ing as to literary repiitation. especially that of the Head of a

(Tnivcrsitv.
»

The next suhjects !or renuirk aic contained in the t'ollowing

passages :

—

"' It ap])eai's from (lie aliovc facl> and reasoiungs that geology
informs us.''

The above /7/*7.s. as he calls them, aio mci-o!y v,-i!d and lictiti-

ous speculations of a numlfer of writei's, who. as to time, differ by

millions and hundreds of thousands of }'ears, not one of them com-

ing within vast j)eriods of any one of tin- othei's. Tlie reasonings

therefori', having no cei'tain oi' tiuihful foundation, ai'c mcre/w//«-

lies. indeed the J)r. himself lias given testimony ;igainst tjic

(sup|)osed) facts, by saying that water ei'osious and stahigmitc.s,

and lemains in the caves, are. ;is to evidence of time irnrt/dess, and

further as we have just seen, ln' has said as lo all vegetable ])r()-

ducts, "the fossil itt'erous rocivs are in a c^nliLion so highly

metam()!'j)hic as almost to exclude the possi!.>ility of their contain

ing any distinguishable vegetable fossils." The real fact, oi-

conclusion, therefore is that his f;icts and reasonings ai-e iMiuaily

false and fallacious, metamorphic and utterly irorfhkw^.

The information from geology, he states as follows:

—

1. "That the tnatei-ials of our existing continents ai'e of

secondary origin, as distinguished from ])rimiiive or coeval wdtli the

beginning."
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