
Preface

On the 8th of February, 1904, japan crossed
swords with a European people. And from the
destruction of the l^anag on that day until the
fall of Port Arthur on the ist of January, 1905,
nothing but failure has been Russia's fate, noth-
ing but success Japan's fortune. For the
first time in history has an Asiatic people suc-
cessfully faced a white foe. The Kusso-Japanese
war marks an era, therefore, in the history of the
Far East, and of the world, for now begins a re-

adjustment of the balance of power among the
nations, a readjustment which promises to halt
the territorial expansion of white races and to
check their racial pride.

To appreciate the significance of this war as
one act in the tragedy of the white peril we must
understand Japan. How has she attained the
power, material and temperamental, which is

enabling her to face the white man and to con-
quer him ? This question we study in our earlier

chapters. In those that follow we study the sig-
nificance of the war, and the problems of the Far
Fast in their world-setting. We are not con-


