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TilK ecniiuinic i.-.^./js involved in the jtlatform of

Austruliuii Sociiilisni liiivi- lieoii iv|R'ate(lly investi-

^'iitoil. Tliis work is mainly eontinetl to the history

of the politiciil events by which Socialism was enabled

.() play such an important jiurt in the political history

of Australia, more especially in the years following

the inau^nuation of the Commonwealth. The author

d^'sires to sh«»w : (I) That Socialism received its

oiii^inal impulse in Australia through the powerful

personality and l)rilliant ]»ropaganda of William Lane,

inurnalist in the State of Queensland. (U) That the

'j;in;d imi»ctus and impress which he gave to the

Labour jKUty in Australia, of which in the historic

sense h»! was the founder, were identical on their

economic side with the Socialism oi Continental

Kurope. (;3) That the ideals of Bellamy, Marx,

Kngels, and of otli"r European Socialistic writers, were

ami are still the ideals (now called the " Ubjectiv*^ ") of

the Australian Labour party. (4) That the mam
work of the Lal)our party has been to profess this

Socialistic gospel on the platform and to suppress it in

Parlianrent, in order to hold the balance of parties in

every State House and in the Commonwealth Parlia-
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