
THE COMMERCIAL 811

Ait instance of the unduly aggreasive
spirit of organizcd labor, wlîere for the
timo it enjoyed almeat complote poecr,
bas just coule to liglit throughi the closing
of the Gait mines at Lcthibridge. If al
reporta are true. the labor orgafliation
thero which îtad control ovcr the work-
mans îought to recstrict the righits of the
eniployers as well as the riglîth o! individ-
ual workmen, te an arbitrary and uîîlaw-
fui extent. In this, as in ricarly al] sinii-
lar instances, the closing down of the
work will resuit in mucli greater suffering
to laber than te capital. The firat de-
mand of the men for an iinereaseocf wages
was porfectly lpegitiimate. Such demiands,
whether made individually or collectivcly,
arc right and proper, eo long as no unlaw-
ful acta are resorted te in order to enforce
the demand. This is eue of thc rights cf
laber, to sell its producing power te the
best possible advantage. But whcn the
labor organization, denîanded thc rein-
statemetit of men wvho had beeti dischargcd
for dishonesty, and followed this by a futr-
ther demand for the discharge of mnic who
had donc more work tlîan the prescribcd
ruIes of the association allowed for a day's
work, it clearly sou-lit te go beyond the
limita cf its riglits and usurp the righits cf
otliers. In both instances thc action of
the laber association wvas such as to ever-
ride the capacity of the cnîployers, and
the second dcntand was ini addition ant at-
tcînpu te curtail the ri-hts cf individual
îvorkmen te êarn, by greater diligence, a
larger daily emiolument. Dy al] ineans
allow labor the fuIlest frcdom te0 cîaize
in its ewn interests, but sucli organiza.
tions'slîould net scek te trample upon the
rights cf cither einployers or inidividual
workers.

AI UNJUST SYSTER.
Tt is high time some change should be

nmade ini the railway policy cf tîjis cou-
try, especially as regards chartering and
bonusimg railways in the Northwest. A
unnher cf objectionable features are

known te exist ini connectien with railway
clînrtering, which have worke,1 greatly te
the disadvantage cf this country in tim.es
past, and the evil in stili abroad and con-
tinues te be perpetuated. Qne of the
meat objectionable featu7es in connection
w ;th the railway policy cf the Domuinion
Gevernmcnt, is feund in the cuatomary
practice of bonusing ŽNorthwestern rail.
w&ys with grants cf land. In this way

iiearly 4,000,000 acres nmere cf the
public demiain ini the Nortliwest have
just been veted away by Parlianicut, ini
aid cf Nerthwestem railways. On the
ethor lîand reads ini Eastern Canada are
given cash benusce, and Parliamnent lias
iîcw becux called upon te grant about two
and a quarter million dollars iu aid cf
roada in Quebec, Ontario anîd the inara-
tume provinces. Thinp, whilst the aid ex-
tended ta tiiese castern roads is charge.
able againast the entire Dominion, the
Nerthwest being conîpellcd te contribute
its ehare teward theni, *the people cf the
Northwest are cenîpelled te bear the cii-
tire expense cf the aid furnislicd te roads
ini this part cf Canada. This in practi.
cally the resuit cf the systemi cf bonusing
Nerthwestern roads witlî land grants.
The lands cf thc Ncrtlîwest shîould by
riglit belon- te the people cf this couni-
try, and1 iristead cf being locked up in
grante te corporationîs, they sliould bo
kept open fer f rocsettlenient. Domiinion
legislators may think they arc acting very
liberally teward tie Ncrtlîwcst, wlien
they voe away our lands te railway cor-
porations ; but wlien wu consider the mil-
liens cf dollars in cash grantcd eastern
roads, wlîicli the people cf the Northwest
have te bear ini cennectieli wvith the inhabi.
tants cf the eat, tic iatter appears in a
very diflerent light. Aid te .frortlivest-
cmn roî.ds siiould bo givcîî in cash, and
therefere chargeable against the Dominion
and not eutirely agèainst the people cf this
part of thîe counîtry. Monopoly lias been
forced upcîî the Nortîw est for the benefit
cf the east, and we arc, inoreover, paying
excessive prices fer manufactured geeda
fer the beiiefit cf easteriî manufacturera.
Cii tlîis accouint tie Northwost deserves
sonie consideration at the Iîands cf the
Dominion, and in ne portion cf the coun-
try slîeuld tic Domiinion be moere free te
aid railway developuicut than ini 1hie
Ncrtlîwest. In fart, the Dominion is
nîorally bound te assist this part of the
ceuntaty ; but we find that wliilst Oin the
îieighborliooed cf $12,000,000 c:ash, lias
1-een granited te aid roods in the province
cf Quebec alone duriîig the past few yoars,
net a dollar bas been voted te assistroads
in the Northwest. Grecat stress is laid
upontheUi vast suni expcîdcd, in building
the O.P.R., but even in tlîis case the
Northwest hins bcen ohhiged te bear far
more tliaî an equitabe ahiare of the bur-
don, ta say notbiug of enferccd mcnopoly.
The land; cf the Nerthwest gramted te
the Oempany would more than pay for

the proportion cf tlhe expenditure charge-
able te the Northwcst~ whilst in addition
we arc liable for our full portion cf the
public debt incurreci threughi thie con-
structicu cf the rond in othier portions of
the Donion.

Freint every point e! view in îvhich the
tuatter iay be uoiîsidered, the rglway
pclicy of the Dominion lias been one of
stinginess toîvard tic Northîwest Se far
as the Dominion is concerncd, the grant-
ing cf our lands te the railways ie ne aid
whatevcr. It is a grant îvhicli lias ta be
borne entirely by thc peopleocf this part
o! the country, and which dees net coat
the rest cf the Dominion a single nickel.
Mefreover, it is a policy which is working
injury te the country. WVitlitî ttue iese
grant of lanîd te thecO.P R., the furthcr
lecking up cf the public demain should
have ccased. Every effort should bo
made te hold the public demiain fer settle.
ment; but at the rate whii;.h our lands
have becri handed over ta corporations cf
one kind and anctiier, there w ill soon be
very lîttie left for free settiemetit.

IL lias been statcd that by granting the
railways aid in the shape cf lanids, instead
cf cash, the roads arc niade valuable imi-
migration agents; but this is a very hol-
low argument at best. The railways de.
pend upen the settiemient cf the country
for their business, and before the~ roads
can be moade te, pay, the country througti
whichi thcy pans inust be fairly well set-
tled. Laud or ne land, they mnust there-
fore be intercsted ini the settlenient of the
country.

Northwstern railwîîys arc certai-nly
entitlcd te ceiîsideî aLlen front the Do.
niinien Gevemument, espccially ini vicw cf
the disadvantages tnder which this part
cf Canada is cenipelled te laber, owing te
the general pelicy cf the Governuient.
A cash bonus would aie o cf niuch more
value te railway conmpanies, thtan a con-
siderably larger grant cf land. it in but
justice te the people cf this part cf Can-
ada, whe have te bear more tîmam their
share cf the public debt, owing te the
pretective du tics whlich work against this
part of the country, that Ncrthwcstern
railways sheuld receive cash bonuses the
sanie as castern roads, instead cf land
grants. The latter practically cone eut
cf the pockets cf Nerthwestern people
alone, and arc in ne sense Dominicn
grants chargeable te the entire ceun-
try.


