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wv'hat he stated in his address at Brockton,
and we tlerefore mnost w'illingly withdraw'
our charge that lie "publicly recanted
lis opinion ' on that ceasion,

Oui' criticism ivas intended for he
author of the Essay in the British Quar-
terly, and wvas net so nincli dirccted against
bis opinion, as against an incorrect state-
ment of fiacts. 'We admit that, the essayiste
writing, ne doubt, quite conscientfiously,
bas described tlie tr ysaction very niuch in
the sanie tei'as as tlie press Of flic party
hostile to Sir John Macdonald, and ie can
have ne doubt tliat the Englisli anid
United States press have adoptei iait
view'. We find, for instance, that a para-
grapli fron the liLodon "ltVord is going the
rounds of the press opposed to Sit' John1î
A. Macdonald in wlich we findL these
w'ords: "Everybody reinembers 'the
Pacifie Scandai, ma Mhe way i w'hicl
contr'acts Iweire iar'ued teo accoital ini bribütî

coasliluenicies."

We cited in a foriier number a passage
froni the article in he rii/ s Qucar/crly
vhicli we shail repioduce :-" Thi gentle-
Il man whio hiad been promniscd, ai' at last
"expccted the coitract foi' the Pacific
4l Railway," and ive pointed Out ihaf '' the
gentleimian "' w'as ene of a nulmber vliolly
vînconnecetet with hui, lmo obtainîed a
charter in accordance wi fth povisions pre-
viously sanctioned by Parliament, and
that " the, gentleman '' hal ne benlit
wliatev'er and could obtain noue greater
than bis colleagues, to iot oe 'N'iof uhomhas
it ever been imnputed that lie n'as ta obtain
a valuable contraet, and in point of fact it
w'as not ln the powri' of flic Government
to confler any pecunîiary benîefit ou Sir
1lugh Allan. At the very time that we
have been required to cousider fhis sub-

jcct, ne have received a copy of a new
w'ork entitled " A Populair Ilhistory of the
Dominion of Caiadai," by tlie Rev. Wm
11. Withirowv, aluthor' of n A Selool Listory
of Canada." We have ne doubt thmat Mr.
WVithrowi is strictly imiart.ial, nid that he
has been anxious ta w'rite trutlhfully. IL
is wlolly out cf our powver' at preseut to
offerl any opinion on the mnerits of this
history, N'hicli we have only been able te
glance at in the most cursory manner, but
ie turned t te fhe history of the Pacifie
Railivay transactions 'itli a viewv of ascer-
tainîing howr a caln spectator of passing
events would narae if. We founid a' fair
account of the .incorporation of the
rival companies: the iCanada Pacifie,"
withî Sir Hughi Allan at ifs head, mid the
lInter-Oceanic, with Hon. Senator' McPheri.
son as its President, after whilich the
author thus pi:oceeds: " The Govern-
'ment w'as authorized by Act of Parlia-
" ment te give the contracts for building

"flic road to either ceoipany, or te the twvo
4 colpanies amalgamiated, ot' te aiy com-
ýipany distinct froml eithier that wvould
Ihunilertake the task. A subsidy of
" $30,000,000 and a grant of five millions
''of acres of land in ilternîiate blocks along
" the line of railnvay iere aise o obe given
"t the company consitructing the road."
NoN', althougli in fhe foregoing praigrph
if is clear'ly explained fIithauSir IJugh Allan
wvas only one o a coipany, yet it iiglit
possibly be iniferrce'd thati the company
w'as te be a syndicate of contractors to
construct a publie road for the Govern-
mont instead of an ordinary raihvay coin-
pany incorporated te obtain capital te
coistruet anid iork a ailwaly on thieir on
accoin lfo'ever, fie auhi' proceeds
ta annunce tIat a chariter n'as at length
granted to a new Canada Pacific Railhay
Company, thiat the president was Sir 31 lughi
Allai,niit " among the directors seventeen
iin niumber 'ere nmenbers of' boli the
l'former comlipalnies and represcnlitivo
' oiein fr'oi flic difl'rent provinces of' the
"eDominion, toge/kher' with/ secral leading

A wicnk capiUaliis." 'uThe last words,
whliich we hi'ave italicized, aire notorioisly
incorrect, andi yet th'ey are embodied by
an impartial wvriter in a cairefully pre-
pared hiistory. We could scarcely pro.
duce stronger evidence of the total lais-
coiceptioli as te factswlhicl prevails in thte

publie miiinçl. 'le fu'tler account of the
historian is not only important but truth-
ful. Hle gives a brief history of the pub-
lication of Sir Ilugs Allali's letters, of lhe
colsequent charges, and of the defence,
w'inding up us follows: Il Intenso partisan
Il feeling prevailed thiougliouf the Doin-

inion, and by a large numuber of poisons
fli case was prejudged and the Govern-
ment already coideinet." Thre pro-

coedings at the adjourned meeting ofth
H louse are fairly reported, incliding the
disallowance of the Oatls Bill anid ite
determination ofblie Goei'nent te issue
a Royal Commission of Enquiiry. Thleîre is
un omission te state that in the first in-
stance thîe Govermniient proposed to con.
stitute the comniittee appointed by the
llouse the colînimissioiers, tho object
being ta procure testimony on oatl in
accoidanxce with flic decision et' thîe Hoeuse,
and by the committee selected by itself.
The appointment of the Coimission, con-
sisting of Judges Day, Polette and Goan,
is noticed, and the refusal o Mr. BE ming-
ton te appear and cross-examine the
witnesses sunimoned in accordance with
his on list. It is admitted that "l the
" testinony of thiese w'itnesses scemied
"considerably to mitigatc the burden of
"the charges," but Il the Opposition press
"complained that there wras no cross-

" Oxamination of the witnesses, and the
"Ministerial press char'ged the Opposition
" with seeking evidence in a surrep-
" titious and unde'land imanner. Party
O feeling ran very high e anîd mi utual

recriminations w'ere very severe."
Thie report of the Commission was con-
fined to a statemnt of the evidcnce, and
gave no opinion upon the validity oi' tli
charges. Of'course the Government w'as not
responsible for the non.attendance of' Mr.

nltington, nor1 for the fatiure to cross-
ex:nnin. 1t lias nover beon pointed out
that auy diflerent course could have beon
f'ollowed by tle'Governîment. The conr
mitee hîad ne )owier to examine ou oathl,
the bill was disallowed, and, if tiero had
been any desire for fair play, the comunit-
tee should have consented to act on the
Connission se as to overcomne a difliculty
ino, caused by Six- John Macdonald or his
colleagues. On tle iwhole Mr. Withrow's
history, Nitli the exceptioi of' thie imnpor-
tant erroir te vhich wo have called atil-
tion, and which, strange te say, n'as iever
advaced by the Opposition press so far as
va kneow, is very impartial, and conveys a
correct accouti L of wliat took place in Par-
liamuent. The report of the Commission
seems to have bcon treated from the first
by the Opposition as w'liolly N'orthless.
We have thought it desirable te direct at-
tontion to Mr. Witliro's history in con-
trast te the article in the British Quarterly.
The important fact cannot be disputed
that the corporators, thir'teen in muin-
ber, of wlîon Sir luglh Alhm wras only
one, received neo valuable consideration
wlinitever, except what Pailiament had
agrecd slhould be given te the company
N'hiclh would undeitake the construction
of the road. Wc nay inako ane futh,ler
renark, which is Qhat we scarcely think
that there is aim intelligent main in the
eommunity whîo would nlot conside' it
mnost advantageous to the Dominion if
such an arrangement as that proposed by
Sir John Macdonald's Govîernment, for the
construction of' flic Pacific Rlailway could
bc made now. Wlether ii ever coui
have been successfully carried out is ex-
tremely doubtf'ul, but effectual ieans
were taken tenisure its failure.

BUTTER.i

It nay surprise some people to leari
that butter, sweet, fresh and palatable,
sucli as we described last spring in a
series of articles on butter-making, is now
selling in Montreal at 40 cents per lb. re-
tail. We have bouglt it and eafen of it i
anid the guests of the Windsor hotel also
eat of it daily. The article is male but a
few miles from the City, and the maker


