
6 INTRODUCTION

owner of the means of production, employs, for 
wages, laborers, people deprived of all means of 
production except their own labor-power, and pock­
ets the excess of the selling price of the products 
over his outlay. We divide the history of indus­
trial production since the Middle Ages into three 
periods: (1) handicraft, small master craftsmen 
with a few journeymen and apprentices, where each 
laborer produces the complete article (2) manufac­
ture, where greater numbers of workmen, grouped 
in one large establishment, produce the complete 
article on the principle of division of labor, each 
workman performing only one partial operation, so 
that the product is complete only after having pass­
ed successively through the hands of all; (3) mod­
ern industry, where the product is produced by ma­
chinery driven by power, and where the work of the 
laborer is limited to superintending and correcting 
the performances of the mechanical agent.

I am perfectly aware that the contents of this 
work will meet with objection from a considerable 
portion of the British public. But if we Contin­
entals had taken the slightest notice of the pre­
judices of British “respectability,” we should be 
even worse off than we are. This book defends 
what we call “historical materialism,’’ and the word 
materialism grates upon the ears of the immense 
majority of British readers. “Agnosticism” might 
be tolerated, but materialism is utterly inadmissible.

And yet the original home of all modern material­
ism, from the seventeenth century onwards is Eng­
land.


