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a corrospondencc between this gentleman and M'Koo, in which

urgent demands are made for fresh supplies of ammunition

and the approach of " the enemy" (as they called Wayne) is

mentioned with great anxiety. After the battle of the Kapids

he writes that the Indians arc much discouraged, and tjiat "it

will require great efforts to induce them to remain in a body."

Had Wayne been positively informed of this circnmstanco he

would scarcely have restrained his men from a more onergotic

expression of indignation.

The Indian force being completely dispersed, their cornfields

cut up, and their houses destroyed, Wayne drew off from the

neighbourhood of the British posts, and, in order to hold tlie

Indians permanently in check, he erected a fort at the junction

of the Auglaize and Miami, in the very heart of the Indian

country, to which he gave the appropriate name of Defiance.

As this was connected with Fort Washington by various inter-

mediate fortifications, it could not fail completely to overawe

the enemy, who, in a very short time, urgently and unani-

mously demanded peace.

No victory could have been better timed than that of Wayne.

The various tribes of Indians throughout the whole of tlie

United States, encouraged by the repeated disasters of the

armies in the northwest, had become very unsteady, and

menacing in their intercourse with the whites. The Creeks and

Cherokees, in the south, were already in arms, while the

Oneidas, Tuscaroras, &c,, in the north, were evidently prepar-

ing for hostilities. The shock of the victory at the Rapids,

however, was felt in all quarters. The southern Indians in-

stantly demanded peace ; the Oneidas, conscious of their evil

intentions, and fearful of the consequences, became suddenly

affectionate even to servility ; and within a few months after

the victory, all the frontiers enjoyed the most profound peace.

Wayne reported his loss at thirty-three killed and one hundred

wounded. The Indian loss could not be ascertained, but was

supposed to exceed that of the Americans. This, however, is

very doubtful, as they gave way immediately, and were not so

much exposed as the continentals.

One circumstance attending their flight is remarkable, and

fleserves to be inserted. Three Indians being hard pressed by


