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iiforcsaiil, sliall roiinsel, advise or attempt to prorure any iiisurrcr-

lioii, riot, uiiiasvi'ul asscniltly, or cumbiiiatioii, whetlier surh roiis|ii-

rncy, tlire;i(eiuii;^, coiwisc!, tuivice, or attempt sliaii have the proposed
tflc'ct or not, In; or Jiuy sh.ill be deemed piiilty of a tiiijh iiiisde-

meaiinr ; and oa coiivk tion, before any court of tlie United States
liavjjii^ jurisdirtiun thircof, sh:ill be punished by a fine not exned-
inv hve tlionsand dollars, and by imitrisonnient dnrinv a term not
]c8s than SIX nionths, nor exeeedint; five >e<irs ; and further, at the
discretion of the court, maybe holden to find sureties fur his or iheif

good behaviour ia such sum, and for such time, as the said court
may direct.

" Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall

write, priiit, utter or publish, or shall cause or procure to be uril-

teii, printed, uttered or pubiised, or shall knowingly and willingly

assist or aid in writing, pnnling, uttering or publishini; any false,

tcmxhilowi and malicious tfri/ing or xo^iting^ agaimt flte government of
t/ie Lnitcd States, or either house of the Congress of the United Stales,

or the President of the United Slates, with intent to defame the said

government, or ctlher house of the said Congress, or the said Pre-
sident, or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or dis-

repute ; or to excite against them, or either or any of them, the

hatred of the good people of the United States, or to stir up sedi-

tion within the United Stu'es ; or to excite any unla-.vfiil combina-
tions therein, for o|)posing or resisting nay law of the United States,

or any act of the president of the United States, done in pursuance
of any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the constitution

of the United States ; or to resist, oppose, or dcA'at any such law

or net ;
or to aid^ encourage or abet anij hostile designs of any foreign

jiation against the United States, (heir people or government, I hen such
person, being thereof convicted before any court of the United
States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not ex-

ceeding two thousand dollurs, and by imprisoumeat not exceeding

two years.
*' Sec. 3. ^nd be it further enacted and declared. That if any pcrsoil

shuW be prosecuted under this act, for the writing or publishing any
libel as aforesaid, it shall he lauful for the defendant, upon the trial of

the cause, to give in evidence in his defence, the truth of the matter con-

tained m the publication charged as a libel. And the jury who shall try

the cause, shall have a rigat to determine the law and the fact, un-

der the direction of the court, as in other cases.

"Sec. 4. And be it further {enacted. That this act shall continue

and be in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and oae, aad no longer: Provided, that the expiration of

the act shall not prevent or defeat a prosecution and punishment ot:

any ofi'cnce against the law, during the time it shall be in force."

July, 1798.

Tlie fate of this law holds out an all- important Icf-

foii on faction and party fpirit. Laudable and necefTary,

ris it was, and guarded, as far as a law can be guard-


