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August ; on the 16th he encamped opposite the French port at Tsle aux
Noix, and by the 24th opened a fire of mortars upon it. On the night of
the 27th, M. de Bougainville, the commandant, retired from the fort,

leaving a garrison of only thirty men, who surrendered the next morning*
Without any further interruption, Haviland also arrived upon the Islai]^

of Montreal by the 8th of September. A British force of 16,000 men was
then assembled under the walls of the defenceless city. On the same day
the Marquis de Yaudreuil signed the capitulation which severed Canada
from France for ever.

All Caneda was included in this capitulation, from the fishing stations

on the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the unknown wilderness of
the west. The Regular troops were permitted to march out from theif

several posts with the honours of war, and were then conveyed to France
in British ships, under an engagement that they were not again to serve

before the conclusion of the first peace. The Provincial militia were
allowed to return unmolested to their homes. The free exercise of reli-

gion was granted, and private property was held sacred. All the civil

oflScers were also conveyed to France with their families, baggage, and
papers, except such of the latter as might be deemed useful to the con-
querors for the future government of the country. The French colonists

were guaranteed the same civil and commercial privileges as British sub-
jects, and were to be allowed to retain their slaves. The Indians who
had rupported the cause of France were to be unmolested in person, and
the possession of their lands was secured to them.
The total effective force of the French included in the capitulation was

eight battalions of the line, and two of the colony or marine, being 4011
regular troops ; sixty-four companies of the Quebec Militia, 7976 ; nine-

teen of Three Eivers, 1115, and eighty-seven of Montreal, 7331 ; altogether

20,433 men. The French had destroyed all their colours, but the English
regained possession of two of their own which had been taken from
Shirley's and Pepperel's Provincial Hegiments at the capture of
Oswego.
Although the campaign of 1760 was unmarked by many events of

stirring interest, its conduct was most creditable to the officers and men
of the British army. Amherst's plans were as ably executed as they were
judiciously conceived. By descending the St. Lawrence from Ontario he
rendered it impossible for the French to retire westward from Montreal,
and to prolong the war on the sliores of the Great Lakes. His combina-
tions were arranged with admirable accuracy, and carried out by his

lieutenants with almost unparalleled success. "With scarcely any loss,

three considerable^bodies of troops had accomplished journeys of uncom-
mon difficulty, by routes of dangerous and ahnost unknown navigation, in

the face of a vigilant and still formidable enemy, and all three had arrived

at the place of meeting within forty-eight hours of each other.

"While we dwell with pleasure upon the achievements of this British

army and of their generals, we may not forget the merits of the gallant

men against whom they fought. With a noble patriotism that no neglect

could damp, Montcalm and his veterans strove for the honour of their

country. From first to last they persevered almost against hope ; de-

stitute, and well nigh deserted by France, they never for a moment
wavered in tiieir loyalty ; all ittiat skill could accomplish, they accom-


