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timo })ropei'ty is increasing; in value ; the im])ortance of

the Title beinjj; unimpeachable, is augmenting ; and yet witli

time, until the period of prescri[)tion is actually reached,

come increased complication and increased danger.

Property more frecpiently changes hands in Cities and

Towns than in the Country ; ami at pi'eseut the evils which

the liill is designed to remove, are greater in the former

than in the latter. For the same reason they are

greater in those parts of the country which have been

long settled, than in those in which the lands have but re-

cently been patented. Indeed sonni cojiveyancers of great

ex])erience have expressed the opinion that, unless a riiuie-

ily is found, there will ilot in a few years be nniny markt^ta-

ble Titles in this part of the country. The evil is certainly

increasing and must increase cN'crywhere, until our Titles

become as complicated, and the investigation of them be-

becomes as expensive, as in England itself. Tliere the

investigation usually occupies months; and it ap])ears

from our law books that ten yenrs and v.wn more have some-

times bee s])ent in making out a Title. Occasionally also

the expense has nc^arly e([ualleil the ])urchase money ; oin)

instance is mentioned by Lord St. Leonards in which a

Vendor gave the ])roperty to a ]mrcliaser for nothing, on

condition of the ])urchaser's relieving him from one part

of the expenses of the investigation, namely that of furnisli-

ing copies of the Title Deeds. On the otlu^r hand, the earlier

in a Country's history that some system is adopted for giv-

ing certainty to Titles, the easi(!r is the task, and the more

ert'ectual are the means which it is practicable to ado})t.

The truth is, that under the English system (which is also

ours) there are in a larger number of cases than I would

like to designate, no means by which any one. when iw,

buys a})i(5ce*'>f propin-ty uidess he; buys from the Crown,

can be absolut(;]y certain that he is g(;tting a good Title.

Even if his Grantor was the Patentee he nuiy not be per-


