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territories which are governed by the East India Company, but shall

confine my rentaifas to those fcireign possessiont of the Cfown which are

under the jurisdiction of the Colonial-office. Notwithstanding this

limitation, the colonial empite of G«eat Britain contains between four and

five millions of square miles—an area equal to the whole of Europe and

British India added together. Of this vast space about one million of

square miles have been divided into fo<ty difitetent colonies, each with a

separate government : four of them are in Europe, five in North America,

fifteen in the West Indies, three in South America, five in Africa and its

vicinity, three amosg the Asiatie iifilaftdB, aK«tfite in Australia and New
Zealand. The population of these colonies does not exceed 5,000,000 ; of

this number about 2,500,000 are of the European race, of whom about

600,000 are French, about 350,000 are lonians and Maltese, a few are

Dutch or Spaniards, and the remaider, amounting to about 1,600,000, are

of English, Irish, or Scotch descent. Of the 2,500,000 inhabitants of

the colonies who are not of European race, about 1,400,000 are Cingalese,

and other inhabitants of Ceylon, and 1,100,000 are of African origin. In

1844 (the last complete return) the declared value of British produce and

manufactures exported to the colonies, amounted to about £9,000,000

sterling. The whole colonial expenditure of the British empire is about

£8,000,000 sterling a-year ; one-half-of which is defrayed by the colonies,

and one-half by Great Britain. That portion of the colonial expenditure

which is defrayed by Great Britain, consists of military, naval, civil, and

extraordinary expenditure.

1st. The net military expenditure by Great Britain, on account of the

colonies (including ordnance and commissariat expenditure) was returned

to Parliament, for the year 1832, at £1,761,505; for the year 1835-36, at

£2,030,059 ; and for the year 1843-44 (the last return) at £2,556,919, an

increase between 1832 and 1843 of £795,414. The present military

expenditure is probably about the same as it was in 1843-44 ; for the

military force in the colonies amounts at present to about 42,000 men
(exclusive of artillery and engineers), or to about three-eighths of the

whole military force of the British empire (exclusive of the army in

India). For this amount of force we shall have to vote this year, first, in

the army estimates for the pay, clothing, &c., of 42,000 men, and for

the foreign staff, about £1,500,000 ; secondly, in the ordnance estimates

for the pay of the artillery and engineers (which I will suppose to be the

same as in 1843-44), for ordnance establishments, barracks, fortifications,

and stores in the colonies, about £500,000 ; and thirdly, in the commis-

sariat estimates for commissariat services, provisions, forage, fuel, light,

&c., in the colonies, about £450,000 : in all, about £2,500,000, which

will be the direct military expenditure by Great Britain, on accviimt of

the colonies, for this year. To form a fair estimate of the whole military

expenditure by Great Britain on account of the colonies, for one year, it


