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have frreui power upon men's luiions, })iU tlie first greatef

far, and he who can attract lliese the most sncc* sslujly, will

p^ain the hirjjest fortune. A real scene oraffliction moves few
hearts to pity ; dissemhled wretcliedness is what most reach-
es the human mind, and I am past dissemblinj^. Take,
therefore, amonj^- you, the maxims I have laid dov\n as my
own ^uide, and use them with as much success as I have
done.

"Trouble not yourselves about the nobility— prosperity
has made them vain and insensible ; liiey cannot pity what
they can never feel.

** Some people show you in their looks the whole thoughts
of their heart, and ijive you a fine notice how to succeed with
them. Tf you meet a sorrowful countenance with a red coat,

be sure the wearer is a disbanded officer ; let a female always
attack him, and tell him she is the widow of a poor marine,
who had served twelve years, and then broke his heart because
he was turned out without J. penny : if you see a plain man
hanfjf down his h^ad as he comes out of a noblenian's gat€,

tell him—" Good worthy Sir, I beg* your pardon, but I am a
poor ruined tradesman, that once was in j^ood business, but
fhe great people would not pay me !" And if you see a pret-

ty woman with a dejected look, send your first sister that is

at hand to complain to her of a bad husband that jjets drunk
and beats her, that runs to whores, and has spent all her sub-

stance. 'Jhere are but two things that can make a handsome
woman melancholy— the having a bad husband, or the hav-

ing no husband at all; if the first of these is the case, one
of the former crimes will touch her to the quick, and loosen

the strings of her purse ; if the other, let the second distressed

object tell her that she was to have been married well, but that

her lover died a week before: one way or other the tender

heart of the female will be melted, and the reward will be

handsome. Many more things there are I hav€ to speak of,

but my feeble tongue will not allow me to speak them
;
pro-

^t by these, they will be found suflScient, and if they prove to

you," my children, what they have been these eighteen years

to me, I shall not repine at my dissolution." Here he paus-

ed for some time, being almost spent; then recovering his

spirits, he thus bef^an again :
" As I find the lamp of life is

not quite extinguisned, I shall employ the little of it that re-

mains in taking a view of my public conduct, as your king:

I call heaven to witness that I have loved you all with a

parental lov€; these now feeble limbs and broken spirits

nave been worn out in providing for your welfare. I call

you all to witness that I have kept an impartial register of

your actions, and no merit has been passed unnDliced. Andi
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