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argamentfl, and keeps ap tliat an-

happy feelinff wiiich their anion

was intendea to obliterate, and

which, in a great measare, it has

allayed. But the people of both

proviDces believe that they have a
better form of government than that

which any foreign prince or president

can offer them.'*

Civis.
—"You hardly answer my

question. If England was obliged

to embark in a war with the United

States, for the cause of which the

colonies could in no way be held

responsible, and the casvs helli one

that they were never asked their

op'nion upon, and were totally in-

dittierent to, do yoa not think

that the feelings of the LegisLiure

would be to throw off a connection

which made them obnoxious to

their friends, without giving them
the means of protecting themselves

from their enemies?"
Mercatok. — " You almost sup-

pose an impossibility. America is

not likely to go to war for any cause

arising out of European disputes.

But if she were to quarrel with you
upon a question which affected

England's honour, no matter bow
great our stake would be, or how
little we had to do with the origin of

the quarrel, we should prepare to de-

fend our border with as much deter-

mination as if it were a question in

which Canada alone was consulted

and concerned."

Senator.— "I am rot so sure

about that. I believe the whole of

the North American colonies would,

if possible, on such an occasion,

act as Mercator has described ; but,

in case of a sudden invasion in the

winter season by a large army, they
would very likely be driven to sur-

render, and would be obliged to make
the best bargain they could for them-

flelve?."

Miles.—"I don't fear that any
disaster of that kind could happen,

even with the limited number of

troops which we now have on the

continent. We could, even with
these, defend some of the strong

places and positions, while our

militia would in a few weeks be

quite as numerous and well drilled as

any soldiers that they would be likely

to meet."

Senator.—"The loyalty of the

people was sufficiently shown dur-

ing the Crimean war, by their con-

tributions to the Patriotic Fund,
and during the Indian mutiny, by
the raising of the 100th regiment;
and I believe nothing short of in-

sult from the mother country will

eradicate the feeling of devotion to

England and England's honour,

that universally pervades all classes

in our colonies. At the same time,

I hold it to be the plain duty of
England, under existing circum-

stances, to keep many more troops

on this continent than she has

hitherto done. Look at the frontier

we have to defend. From Detroit to

the River St. John is more than

nine hundred miles, and thence to

the Bay of Fundy is more than three

hundred."

Civis.— ** You don't propose that

this should all be placed in a state of

defence ?"

Senator—" Certainly not ; such a
thing would be impossible, of course

;

but I mention it to show our vul-

nerability. If a trouble were to arise

suddenly, we could only do as Lord
Seaton did in 1837—concentrate our

forces, form magazines, and organise

our militia."

CiviB.—"For my own part, I do
not see that much ultimate harm
would ensue if a lodgment were made
in Canada during the winter months
by a force from the United States.

It would be impossible for them to

penetrate far into the interior. The
absence of road?, the nature of the

country, and the severity of the

climate, would prevent them from
making any way."

Senator.—" I hope that is not

the opinion of English statesmen at

home. It is true that the loyalty

of the inhabitants of Canada would
render it almost impossible for the

hostile army to penetrate far; but

the efforts made by the inhabitants,

which alone would prevent a suc-

cessful invasion, would be founded

upon the conviction that they might


