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world. From :i ciil-dc-sao of f lavcl. ;i Mind ;dlcy of pro.i;rcs.s, W'iii-

ni|H'jjr lias Middt'idy hccainc an open window tliroiijili which one

l()<.ks. ,111 opcMi door tliron^h wiiich one onteis a domain ol iin-

(hcamcd of lieantv and liTldity. covcrinj,' nearly a (juarter ol the

North American continent, and end)racin<,' witliin its vast expanse

prairies wide and rich enon.^h to \ ield the <fraiii sn[)ply of the

worhl ; maj^niidcent rivers, tlie lon^a-st on the continent after the

Mississippi and Missouri, laru^e and tleep enouji^li to lloat navies,

and stores of mineral wealtii whose nndeveloped capabilities the

l)oldest imaj^nnation almost hesitate to grasp. In this new rela-

tion, Winnipe;;- and Province of Manitoba, w ilh all their iiistoric

interest and wonders of fresh, new ,u;rowth, shrink under the eyes

of the beholder in comparison with the \ast regions stretching

out before him in the north and west. The tra\eler of ten years

ago saw VVin.'upeg and the li^;d Kiver settlements with a certain

curious interest, and turned his back upon them, blind to the

wide domain of t'uture em]iire l)eyond, hidden from him in the

darkness of semi-barbarism and baleful trade monopoly. The
traveler of to-da\ almost overlooks Winnijieg ami the Red River

settlements, albeit grown ten ibid in area and j)opulation, as well

as in political stature, in his astcjnished contemplation of the new

empire beyond, which the jiolitical and commercial ])rogress of

the same ten vears has redeemed iVom barbarism ami opened as

homes to the swarming millions from the older parts f)f the earth.

IvCt me follow this natural imj)ulse and posti^one tlie usual

tourists' observations upon Winnipeg and the surroundings imtil

1 try to give you some feel)le and fragmentary notion of the New
Northwest, to which it is the gatevvav.

The schoolboys' atlas gives the political boundaries of British

America, but these are by no means those of the New North-

west, in the sense of the settler and hus])andman. Nature has

drawn narrower bounds than surveyors and treaty makers, and

the habitable territory of Western British America, vast as it is,

is hardly half of the land marked upon the maps. Beginning

with the height of land north of the west end of Lake Superior,

and stretching away northwestward to the Arctic ocean are the

low ranges of the westward extension of the Laurentian hills, the

oldest rocl: exposure in America. West of these, in a wide

Silurian outcrop, lie also, in a northwestern chain, the great lakes
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