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lorl al the rnoutli ol'WinniiH'g Kiver. lliili-wiiy up Ited Rivor is a Ibit callod ' roinlc du
IJois," some sovciily-livf or eighty miltvs south ol'thc United Stales boundary line. At th(^

inoixlh of the Assiniboine, where stood the Red I'ort, there is marked a fort with the dis-

appointing' addition, '" abandoned," showing that it eould only hnve l)een oceupied one year.

(2.) A map found in the Department of Marine. Paris, professing to be made after

sketches by de la Yerandrye. and claiming to be of date about 1740, gives Fort Rouge at

the mouth of the Assiniboilles and on the south side of it. The direction of the Assini-

boine is not (|uite accurate. (See Plate I. Map 1.)

(;{.) Another map in Paris supplies a little further information. It is a ' Map of the

new discoveries in the west of Canadii, prepared from the descrii)tions of M. de

la Verandrye, and given to the Depot of Marine, Paris, by M. de la Galissoniere, l^oO."'

In this map on the north side of the Riv. des Assiniboilles {sir} is given Fort de la Heine,

where Portage la Prairie now stands. The lake is marked '" Vnipigon." AVe again notice

on the site of l<'ort Rouge, a fort markt>d and described as ' Ancien Fort," iifteen or seven-

teen years hiiving suiiiced to give it its atitiquity. In this map the direction of the Assi-

niboine is properly given. (See Plate I. Map •2.)

(4.) Thomas .Telfreys, tJeographer to His Majesty of England, in a map and description

in 17i!2, speaks of Fort Maurepas (on Lake Winnipeg) and Fort de la h'eine (on the Assini-

boine), and states that another I'ort was bixilt on Riviere Rouge, but was deserted on

accoimt of its vicinity to the two named.

(").) Another manuscript maj) in the Departnu-nt of Marine. Paris, and bearing date

1T'"><>, ligixres a Fort R(mge on the Assiniboine at its mouth. In this map the direction of

the Assiniboine is. ai>ain, somewhat wrong.

Of Fort Rouge no vestige tiow remains. The site (tf it must now. from thi^ falling-

in of the banks of the lied and Assiniboine liiv(Ms, be under water. A lew years ago

the writer ascertained from one of Lord Selkirk's colonists, who saw the locality in

1812, that there was not then a trat;e remaining of the Red Fort of seventy or eighty

years before. Though the south bank of the Assiiiiboiii(> at the point is now treeless,

this informant says it was in 1812 fairly wooded. Undoubtedly the Ked Fort, built in

haste, and so soon to be abandoned, wns little more than a rudely constructed log en-

closure, erected on the clearing made just large enoug-h to supply the material for its

<'onstruction.

After the British conquest of Canada there is a break in tlie history of the Northwest.

The change of rtile paralyzed the fur trade of Montreal for a few years ; but the love of

adventure and the inducements of trad<! led Montreal mer( hants again to send their agents

to the far interior. Three or four years after the Treaty of Paris in ITO.S. there is record of

Montrealers penetrating by the canoe route even to the Saskatchewan. These were the

irierchants, Curry and iMiidlay. The rival traders from Hudson Bay built Fort Citmber-

latxd oti the Saskatchinvait in 1774. .As to the occupation lor trade of Red River itself, we
know that Louis Nolin, whose descendants are still among the best of the Metis, arrived

at Red River in 177<1. August iit Cadol, a Metis from Sault Ste. Marie in 1780, and Tous-

saint Vaiulrie. a l-'rench interpreter, came about 1788. It was a necessity for each of the

companies eiiua'.;vd in the fur trade to extend their agencies as far as possible, in order to

counterwork each other. Tlie Montreal traders ftirlher saw the necessity oliombiiiation if

they would suicessfully oppose the Hudson's Bay Company. The tuiion of Frobisher,


