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Marjjaret Kleine was born of German parentag^e in the year

i7i)9, in the Mohawk Valley, now the State of New York, then

a British colony. She was taken by the Indians, when a child

about one year old, during* the war with the Indians. The
Indians killed her father by tying him to a tree and whipping-

him to death with the ramrods of their rifles. From the shock

of witnessing- such an awful death his wife fell dead. The young-

child was then taken, along with her sister who was then fourteen

years old, by the Indians. On the loss of her mother she cried

and was threatened with death by the exasperated Indians, and,

in order to keep the child quiet Elizabeth filled her mouth with

leaves so she could not make a noise. A short time after that Chief

Joseph Brant seeing these two white children with the Indians,

took them himself and brought them along with him to Niagara,

andfrom there in due course of time they were taken to Brantford on

the Grand River, where they lived with the Brant family until

Margaret was fourteen years old. During this time Brant had

discovered some of her near relatives, at or near King-ston. Mrs.

Brant being unwilling to give up the young girl, Chief Brant

arranged to let her go to her relatives. He fitted out a bark

canoe with blankets and provisions, and the girl, canoe and out-

fit were conveyed across the country from Brantford to Burlington

Bay at night by the Indians, and he directed her how to proceed

by keeping along the shore of the lake, she being alone during all

the voyage. At night she pulled the canoe on shore, made a fire

and slept in her. blankets. The time occupied in going that dis-


