
in strain or in nlluvial doposi's, of vepotnl detritus iind superficial deposits which c^ustituto
rxccllent fhniiiui,' land, Lukes nre (ompanitively few in number, hut this does not jirovent
one I'rom eiixiiy lindinsf ev<Mywla're inexliaustil'.i' (|iiaiitities of good drinking witter, by
merely digging a few leet itilo the eiirlh.

4. This vast territory eonlains at lea.-<t -244,600 scpiare miles or 161,604,000 acres of good
fanning land, whi.'h is su.sceptible of the highest degn-e of cultivation, both as to soil and
climate, which are as good if not better than the soil and climate of the " fertile belt " ofthe
.Saskutihewan. This i'linuing land is distributed as i'ollows ia each of the three natural
divisions of the tt!rritory :

Eastern Region or East Main, 9,000 miles or 5,760,000 acres

;

Southeni or James IJay llegion, 170,000'miles or 108,800,000 acres;

Western or Churchhill and Nelson Kivers Hegion, 73,600 vaihs or 47,104,000 acres.

Supposing that these regions sliould Ive settled in proportion to the average area occu-
pied in proporliou by each fanner in the provinci- of Quebei', il contains a suljiiii^nt extent
of good land to supixjrt with ease and comfort, a population of 15,000,000 as to the area
occupied and .'il.SOO as to the area under cultivation.

Taking us a basis the data supplied by the census of 1871 for the province of Quebeo,
eai-h of the three Tcirions of territory which we are now considering could support the
following i)opulaiion :

Souls. Souls.

East Main IJearion 04.000 12«,000
James liav Uegicm 10,880,000 21,720,000

Uhurchhill and Nelson Hivcrs llegion 4,700,400 !t,42(>,000

* Total ir),().54,400 31,274,000

The figures in the column to the left are based uimiu the area occupied, and those to

the right ui>on the an>a under cullivatioa in the province of Quebeo in 1871.

f). Forests of timhfr, suitable for dome8ti<' us(> and for exportation, cover nn area of
at least 210,000,000 acres. As far as (leorge or Grand River in the Eiist Main Region and
to a distance of fifly miles from the sea, ouithe banks of the Nelson and Hayes Uiv+'rs,

there are, forest« with trees which may be cut inio lo;rs of twenty four inches in diameter,
• hiefly of white spruce. The principal timber consists of white pine, red pine, white
s|>rui'e, '•'<! spruce, cypress or Hanks pine, asi)t>n poplar, fir balsam, cedar, poplar and
white birch. White s|)ruce is the most abundant and valuable -. in .he three reirions it

forms forests which, in extent and in the size of the trees, are far superior to the forests of

the sam.' kind which we h.ive in th(^ Trovinci' of (Jv.ebec. Red spruce forms forests whti-h

are elmost as line, in the country situated to the South of James Hay. Then? are line

forests of white pine, some of red pine of lesser exteiit in the strip adjoining the height of
land between I/ikc .Vbittibi and (he sources oi' the Keuogami River. They are the con-

tinuation of the forests of the Upper Ottawa. Throughout the reirion are al.'^oto be found
b.ilsuni and cedar of sullicieiit dimensions to l)e u.sed as linnt>cr White birch is <vf great

si/e in the vicinity of Xorway House, where tltM Indians tap it in the s]>ring to make
syrup of its sap, just as we make sugar in ('aiia.la with the sap of our majile.s.

The aspen and poplar i>r(><lomin.ite in the valley of the Beaver River and Or»>e:i Lake,

where the trees attain colossal proportions and form fiin> for(>sts, TLuse forests might bo
used to advantage to obtain supplies of wood for the lumber trade.

The great nnas of teiritory which they cover in the East Main and James Bay Regions
are iiiterseeted ))y numerous hirge rivers whose course is irenerallv free and ncwhere inter-

rupted by serious oli^liicles. On the majority of thi'se rivers, loirs may be lloate<l with the

irre.'itest ease from the liei-jrbt of land to the sea. a distance of about three hundred miles

from the most remote points. Then, from (he farthesi jxirts of .lames Hay the distance to

English ports is not gn'at ; it is even less than l>etween (Quebec aitd l.,iver()oi>l. and very

little more than between the chief jmrts of the United Kingdom and (hose of the Ualtic

Boa, whence comes the greatest portion of the lumber imported into England. *^ - - '


