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work 111' llicir wives, ol' wlmiii ciicli man cniilil liavf as many as \w chowo,

tho niiinltcr varyini; from two (o hult'-a-dozi'n. somotinu's more. The men

Wi'W iillc.nut lazy, a distinction well liroiiy^ht out l>y \Vasliin<rton Irving

in liis
•• l{i|) \'an Winlvlc ' wliom ln' ilcscrilios as doini;' no usi'lul woi'k,

ImiI wandfi'iii;," for days in imrsnil of ifamc carryini,' a licavy fowlin.i^-

|»ii'uo. a Imrdt'n ^r>'atcr tiian wonld liavo ln'cn r('((uiri'd in llio distdiarLfi' of

iiis pro|»('r duties; and tin.s was tlio rase witli tlic .Maroons. 'IMic n'>rida-

tions for tlulr control, and liy wlfndi tljcir wandcrinifs coniti liavc liccn

roHtraiiU'd witliin dnc limits, were not enforced. Tliey U-e|it up a constant

intercourse wilii tlie plantation slaves, formini,' temporary marriai^es with

them, for tlie marrian'e tie sal iii^htly on them, the children of the.se niar-

riai^'i's liecomini; slaves, followini^ tin- condition of the mother. I'roud of

their frei'dom. reijardini;' the slaves as infei'ior. no discipl 'ic enforced, they

went ahoiit at tiieir own sweet will. ai> idle, vaii;aliond community, and

when an attempt was made to control tiiem the incvitahle residt tollowed.

tho loni;- indulnvnce liud (h)ne its work and um restraint was possihio.

JiXuni pies of thi.s tiro easily to lie found in fanulics and in comniunilios

who rei^ard themsch'cs as on a nuudi hiti;her jilanc of intellect and civili-

zation than the free hlacks of Jamaica.

From the signing of tho lust treaty more than half a century (tifty-

six years) had passed witiiout an outbreak by the .Maroons, Cudjoe and

his generation had passed away; amtlher generation had followed. Of
uil the .Maroons who were alive in Hit"), when the tinal slruLC";le boifan. it

is prohalile that not one had ihuic an hoiu^st day's work, labour of all

kinds being left to the women. It is possil)le that a few may have been

ind-strious. hut it is CKtremely im|irobabie. Their jiosition was peculiar
;

they did nothing ; they amused themselves; I luy strutted about, black

Apoilos, uncontrolled; they looketl down with inetfablo contempt on the

negro slav((s, w ho wei-o compi'ilod to worlc and wore sulijeet to being

flogged at the caprice of a slave driver; the slaves in turn looked up to

them as superior beings. Under (hose circumstances it needed luit a

shglit cause to bring about a fresh conflict between them and the j)()Wor

which had abnegated its functions and k't authority slip out of its grasp.

Tlie pretext was found in tho case of two worthless vagabonds, despised

by the Maroons tliemselves, wlio, charged with felony, were tried, found

guilty and flogged, as a white man would have been under similar

circumstances. The punishment was not in itself objected to, but the

executioner of ii was, a recai)tured negro slave kept in ])rison to flog tlio

slaves brought thoixi for punishment. Maddened by resentment at what

they considered an insult, and still further incensed by the jeers of the

slaves, who taunted them with having been subjected to tlio same treat-

ment as themselves, the jounger men, contrary to tho advice of their

seniors, sent a defiance to government and prepared for a struggle.

Probably, however, owing to the counsels of tho more cool-headed among


