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could happen, and then knowing what we can do, not just
the Government of Canada, or just the Department of
Fisheries, or just the government in Newfoundland and
Labrador, or the government in Nova Scotia, or one
company, one union, or one community, but what ail of
us together must come together to do, what ail of us
together must realize has to be done. How do we deal
with that?

In recognition that this is a national issue, the Prime
Minister appointed a cabinet committee of senior cabi-
net ministers from right across the country, including my
colleague who spoke just before, including the ministers
who are particularly pertinent ta the issue, but chaired by
the Secretary of State for External Affairs, the former
Prime Minister of Canada, to focus the government m
deallng with the problem flot, as I say, just in terms of
fisheries but to bring together ail the resources of
government. Bring them together and ask, "What have
we got ta deal with? What are the resources we have in
hand to deai with the probiem? What resaurces do we
need that may flot be there?" On top of that, we should
ask, "What are our options? What other things can we
do?"

In support of that committee there was a group of very
senior public servants appointed from a vaniety of de-
partments, empioyment and immigration, fisheries and
oceans, a littie help from external affairs, a littie help
from ACOA, and employment and immigration in New-
foundland as weil as in Ottawa, to try ta deal with the
probiem and ta give ministers advice.

Sa what did they do? They consulted. They talked ta
communities, ta provincial governments, ta unions and
to companies. They have had reports and papers and
pieces of information from ail aver. They have gathered
their own information which will form the body of
knowledge, and the body of advice ta which the govern-
ment will respond in an organized, realistic fashion, ini a
way that we wül know what the problems are, what the
approaches must be. It must not be an attitude of just sit
by or act ail of a sudden out of the blue.

The government has also taken a series of approaches
ta deal with the seriaus prablem. of averfishing, of people
from foreign countries taking fish outside the 200-mile
limit. This did not start Iast night. This did not start iast
month. It has been going on for a period of time.

Supply

In 1986 this government undertook some new scientif-
ic studies, Not only did we do that, but we substantiaily
increased the penalties for foreign overfishmng. We
mncreased the surveillance. We closed our ports to
countries that were flot prepared to co-operate and
comply.

In international bodies like NAFO we have been
trying to make these countries recognize a fundamental
point that what we are dealing with here is an ecological
problem, that if we ail talc about sustainable develop-
ment around the world, we should look in our own back
yard. If we cannot sustain the fish stocks i the north
Atlantic that we have ail historically depended upon, if
we are going to rape and pillage, it is not going to serve
our interests and it is not going to do anybody any good.

So we have moved on that. The Prime Minister has
spoken not only to individual heads of state and govern-
ment leaders in Europe, but also to the European
community collectively, as has the Secretary of State for
External Affairs, the Minister of Fisheries, and the
Minister for International Trade. fishing", but "Look,
you are threatening us, you are threatening yourselves.
We like to think we are both fairly substantial players in
this world. You are threatening a very important rela-
tionship, and that relationship has been affected by your
actions."

We have also gone to the Europeans, and my fniend
the Minister for International 'Rlade is just returnmng
from Europe. He said to the European public: "Look at
what you are doing. Look at what your governments are
domng. Look at what effect it is having not only on your
friends across the ocean but on the environment that you
are so proud of and that you talk so mucli about."

It is no good to stand up in this House or otherwise and
say: "Ail this is wrong. It is your fault. Look at what you
have done." We must be able to stand up and say, as this
government has said, that there are problems, and we
wil together solve them.

In conclusion, I would like to quote from a press
conference of the Premier of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor on October 5, 1989, in which he states:

"I am pleased ta note that the federal government is
alsa seized with the seriousness of this problem." When
dealing with overfishing in a radio broadcast on VOCM
with Mr. Bill Rowe the Premier said: "'Me European
overfishing is stiil a major problem, but again it would
take a whole program to get into it. The government is
dealing with it and I must give credit to the federal
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