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Mr. Asselin (Notre Dame de Grace): I was
paired. Had I voted, I would have voted to
sustain the ruling of the Chair.

And the house having resumed in com-
mittee:

Mr. Woolliams: Mr. Chairman, I am very
happy to take part in this debate tonight,
particularly after I was accused by one of the
ministers of the crown of establishing Liberal
policy. If that is true, of course, there is one
happy aspect to it and that is that I can
always withdraw it tomorrow morning.

Seriously, though, there is no difficulty in
a Conservative rising in parliament to sup-
port an increase in pensions for our senior
citizens from $65 to $75 per month, since it
was the Progressive Conservatives who
moved an amendment to the resolution
presented by the Minister of National Health
and Welfare concerning contributory pensions
which was introduced by that lady on July
18 last. We moved an amendment on July 18.
I was rather amazed to hear the statement
made by the hon. member for Winnipeg North
Centre, who spoke for almost his allotted time
advocating a pension increase and who said,
let us get on with the job. His main theme
seemed to be that it did not matter whether
the Liberals had changed their minds or had
followed their policy of retreat or their
policy of capitulation. The fact was that they
had indicated they were going to increase
this pension, as we are attempting to do at
the moment, and that was good enough.

However, the senior citizens of this country
have now been aware of the fact that the
official opposition has a very important func-
tion to perform in parliament. It is because of
the 96 Conservative members that we are
witnessing the change of mind of the Liberal
party tonight.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Woolliams: The senior citizens of
Canada know tonight that it is because of
the stand the 96 Conservatives took on July
18 last that they are getting an increase in
pensions as promised to the Canadian people
by the Liberals when they were seeking to
obtain a mandate fron the people.

Mr. Martin (Timmins): There have not
been 96 Conservatives in the house since the
last election.

Mr. Woolliams: Well, that may be true;
but there is one thing of which I am sure,
when the hon. member says there have not
been any Conservatives in the house since
the last election, and that is that there are
certainly a lot of socialists around this House
of Commons.

3100


