
War Appropriation

We learned that in the British schools every
child in attendance is given a daily milk
ration. They are terribly short of milk but
it is carefully rationed s0 that the invalid, the
expectant mother and the child may get it,
as we]l as the school children. The ration in
the schools is small, only one-third of a pint;
if the parents can afford it, they pay a haif-
penny, one cent, but if they cannot pay they
get it free.

If we are building a better order in this
country, as we ought to be, and laying the
foundations for that order now, as we ought
to do even in the midst of war, then one of
our first cares should be for the children of
the workers in industry and the eidren of
the men who are serving in the armed forces.
I believe that this involves flot only one
department but ail the defence departments,
the Department of Munitions and Supply, and
I think the Dcpartment of Pensions and
National Health. I urge that consideration be
given to this problemn at once, in order that
we may not continue te Iag behind. It irri-
tatcs me when I look over the social legisia-
tien of certain other English-speaking countries
and compare it with what we have in Canada;
I realize that as a nation we lag continually
behind some of the more progressive peoples
of the world.

In regard to dependents' allowances, an
excllent letter reached me before this dis-
cussion began in the heuse. It is from a
former scbool teacher. It is well written, and
I propose te read the parts of it which bear
upon the prohlemn we are discussing, because
I think it expresses the situation better than
I could myself. I quete:

In June, 1940, my busband joined the Cana-
dian army as a private. Eacb of us considered
it his duty and privilege to do se. At the
time, living as I did in Alberta, my allewance
and that of my two children seemed adequate.
Gradually however as we hegan te need ceats,
medicine and so on it seemed like w-e just could
net get along. I bired a girl and went back
te my professiun of teacbing school.

We had been separated about a year xvhen I
decided te go te my husband. After alI lie was
stili in Canada, and if many other husbands
stayed eut of the armed forces te be with their
f amilies sheuld w-e net have the chance. te be
together as much as possible? My twe little
girls wanted te be with their daddy if possible
and lie was very lenely fer us.

Se in August, 1941, we came te London
(Ontario). It became apparent immediately
that we ceuld net get along unless I werked."1 took my children te a day nursery and get
employment in an office. After two months
of this I became jîl and had te quit werk.
Then we realized we were te have anether baby.

Well. I needed medical care, my children
needed clothes, and w-e get neither. I went to
a dector fer five menths. He prescribed medi-
cine and a diet which I could net by any means

get. He advised dental care and eyeglasses-
both impossible. And se, discouraged, lie sent
me a bull for bis services. I teok that te,
mean that he wanted ne more te, do with my
case se I quit geing to him, or anyene.

My children could net appear on the street
aIl winter hecause we ceuld net buy tbem coats.
They cannet go out now because they haven't
presentabie shees. I cannot appear en the
street now because I bave net beon able te buy
ene garment te meet the requirernents of rny
condition.

I have bad te eut the children's milk allew-
ance in half-and I don't get any wvhen a quart
a day bas been prescribed. This is the first
winter they have net taken ced liver oil. Their
allewance ef oranges and temiate juice bas been
diminished.

J arn net a spendthrif t, ne one could be more
saving than I in eokiing, buying clethes,
et cetera. At present I arni knitting summrrer
coats which will cest $5 for beth. I'd have te
pay at least $7 each if I beught them. I mend
and mend and make over clothing.

I haven't anytbing for layette, and baby is
due in July. We bave te live iii the peerest
bernes we have ever had. Our civilian friends
have profitable empleyment, are living well.
To try te belp eut I arn taking care ef a twenty
mentlis' eld bey in addition te my other wverk.
I do eur laundry in the batbtub and dialipan.
Here is a sample budget:

$30.00-rent.
4.50-hydre and gas (in cold iveather fuel

extra).
I .O0-reading material.
l.30-insurance (children).
4.50-milk.

35.00-groceries, seap, etc.

$76.30
My allewance is $79. Cati anyone tell nie

wbere our clothes are cemiog f rom? Ani my
bospital and docter care? And layette? And
ice for the refrigerator tbis somimer? AnI
medicine? And a tey or amusement once in
a wbile fer tbe cbildren? And care for them
when I arn net able te de it? It's a problem
tee difficult fer me te selve and I neyer did
bave much difficulty with matbernatics.

This is a point te whicb I wish te direct
particular attention, because I do net believe
a case of tbis type bas cerne before the bouse
se far.

My husband is a sergeant-without pay. H1e
is mere censcientiens than rnany with pay.

I take it that means a sergeant's pay.
He's a tep ranking mechanic at the trades

seheol, was chosen recently because ef hie
ability, along with eleven others of high marks,
for draft. StilI bas bis sergeant's rank-hut
ne pay. Ne trade's pay eitber. flot hie pays
sergeant's fees-lives a sergeant's life-en a
private's pay. Don't take rny word on bis
ability; 1'11 refer 3y0u te-

I shaîl leave eut tbe name of the officer
and give it te the minister later.
-or otber officiaIs bere. And lie is net a man
te spend miooey on buinself either. But bis
ambition te become a geed seldier mnust be
dampened when hie thinks of os bere at home.
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