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judges retire. I arn sure that mnany of
them get a great deal more than they ever
earned as solicitors or barristers.

Mr. PROULX: I expressed my opinion
with -regard to this matter the other day
when the Estimates of the Department of
Justice were under conaideration, and I
have not since changed my mind. Iùar op-
posed to the whole resolution. I helieve
that in these times of stress, when we have
to tax even the necessities of life in order
to obtain the necessary revenue, wve Bhould
not make such increases. The jde
ahould wait a f ew years until the flni= a
condition of the country show some im-
provement. 'They are getting very good
salaries now, considering the allowances
that they receive upon retirement. They
are better paid than civil servants in the
higher offices whose work is very important
and who really work much harder than
some of these judges. These civ *il servants
do not get the generous allowances that the
judges get, though the civil servants con-
tribute to the superannikation. fund while
the judges do not. I -concur in the sugges-
tion made by my hon. friend (Mr. Lanctot)
that if the judges die before they receive
any retiring allowance the amount paid into
the fund to whîch they should contribute
could be paid to their familles.: I. cited
one case where we had been paying a pen-
sion ta, a judge sînce 1888 who -had neyer
paid a cent to the retirement fund. ,I re-
peat that there i*s a certain class ot civil
servants who are rauch more deserving of
an increase than the judges are. But Ait l
always the case, Mr. Chairman, that we
give to those who do. net need and with-
hold fromn those who need. There is one
class of people who are public servants if
they are not civil servants, and who render
a great service to, this country; I refer to
the men who carry the mail throughout the
country. The rural mail carriers have been
receiving a starving allowance. Certainly
they are not sufficiently remunerated.

(Mr. ARCHAMBAULT: The judges should
carry the mail.

lMr. PROULX: Well, my hion. friend niay
be derisive, but I tell him that these public
Fervants are very deserving; certainly tlýey
-ie more deserving of consideration thail
juriges wbo are already receiving sala-ieo
of $7.000 and $8,000, who receive a very
generous retiring allowance, and who do
not pay a cent ta the superannuation fannl
as the civil servants do. It is ' my opinion
that the people of this country are not
getting a square deal. The time will corne

w lien there will be in Canada a people's
party who will give a square deal to, ail the

people, and then there will be
4 p.m. no privileged classes. Now you

are going to make ail the judges
a privileged class. 'My hon. 'friend (MT.
Crothers) has mentioned the case of the
County Court judges of Ontario. I arn of
the opinion that there are twice as xnany
County Court judges in Ontario as are need.
ed. In my own district we have two County
Court judges while there is. fot enough
work to emiploy one judge haif the time,
and R arn sure that the saine applies to
rnany other districts in the province. These
judges get $4,000 and $5,000; the senior
iudge gets $1,000 from the province, and
he gets fees au well, which amount to $500.
Legisiation waa passed in 1919 increasing
the number of -County Court judges in On-
tario, as niy hon. friend (Mr. Crothers) has
said it will take at least fiteen years to
elirninate the number 'that is not required.
1 submit that the Goyernment could have
waited *a few years before making these
increases. The plea of the hîgh cost of
living is ýalways advanced in f avour of ini-
creases; but we are not sure that the high
co-st of living 'will always prevail as it doeq
to-day. In my opinion we rnay have very
hard times in a few years and the cost of
living may topple down. Once these salar-
ies are increased it is practically impossible
to reduce them. It is like -the indemnities
to ilie members of the Hlouse; once thsey
are increased they can neyer be dlecrea2ed.

Soinie hon. MEMBERS: Order.

'Mr. PROULX: If the high cost ol living
iis the reason for the increase I would have
preferred to see the judgea get a bonus.
We do not know whethex the high cogt of
living will exist. next year -or t-wo yeiars
hence.

Mr. BUREAU: It will be higher.

*Mr. PBOU'LX: We do'not know. I think
that in a f ew years the inflation that we
have to-day will not exist and that plices
w 111 be much lower than they -aire now
We have to tax the people on necessities-
in fact, upon everything. Water is about
the only thing that is left uîrtaxed now-a-
days, and soon, if increases of aIl kinds are
going to continue, we will have to, tax water.
The people will get tired of this sort of
thing and there will 'ari7se a People's party,
of which the United Farmers' and Labour
are already the nucleus. I shall not regret
it when a People's party does arise in this
country. 1 think the two old parties have


