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the imperial navy will be absolutely use- We ail did agrea, at least 1 did agrea, te
less, and worse than useless-I would go the resolutien cf March, 1909, but evary'
further and say dangerous-unless it is ex- man in this House whe since that time
pressly stipulated that in time of war has given the slightest considaration to
there shall be but one navy under one this question viii realize that when we
central command and direction. We might talked about the speedy organization cf a
repeat in the British navy the history of the Canadiax naval unit cf the impenal navy
' Invincible Armada,' which was composed -because that la the way I prefer to ex-
of five or six different Armadas of distinct press it-we are speaking cf something that
organization, different training, different cannot be brought about in ten, flfteen or
equipment; and we know what the result twenty years. Why, my right hon. friend
was in that case. My right hon. friend re- to-day lias aven a vaguer idea of what lie
ferred, for some reason that I could not proposes to do than ha had in respect of
comprehend, to the adventures and cru- the National Transcontinental raîlwey. I
sades of Peter the Hermit. I could not did not lika to inten'upt hlm; he was being
see the exact line of argument by which intarrnpted a good deai; but there was e
he introduced Peter the Hermit, or a great question which I would like te have put to
many other things, into his speech; but be Iini, and I chah take the lberty of putting
could not have given a more apt illustra- it new. Ie says these vessais are to bc
tion of the argument I an making. What bult in Canada. I would lika to know
was the cause of the failure of that cru- whethar tbey are to ho bult in a privata
sade? The fact that it was composed of a shipyerd or in a governmant shipyard? fas
heterogeneous assemblage of men of differ- the government core to any conclusioi in
ent countries, without any unity of or- regard to tlat?
ganization, without any unity of training, Sir ILFRID LAURIER. In a private
without any unity of command; and the shipyer(.
sane result which befell the crusade of
Peter the Hermit would be likely to befaîl Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Thn I will venture
the navies of the empire if they should be to Say that whan my right lion. friend inti-
organized on any such basis as that which natas that a private chipyard capable )f
ny riglit hon. friend lias proposed to the cenctructing these ships and cf providine
House. tha guns, armamant and ail tue equipnîant

What further does the right lion. gentle- wlîiehî are the nest ecceatial parts cf sncb

man propase? He proposes that we should' wor slips, cai be abliched ii this coun-
build a certain number of cruisers of the try in e year, ha cenvinces me that ha
Bristol type and of some other type. What' lias net givan vary muni cesideretien te
will these cruisers amount to as an effec- the subjact. I ventura te suggest te the
tive fighting force in time of war? At the ciglit lien. gentleman tiat at the very
highest you might say they will be comn- earliect possible moment ha slîuld ravise
merce protectors. I do not know that you bis estimata in order tiit ha may net incur

could say that. They might be useful as criticisîns of tIe charactar which have bean
scouts, or be of some advantage to dus juctly mada in this lIuse with respect te

country in protecting our fisheries. But hic pradictiens concerning tha National
what would be the result in time of war? Transcontinantal railxay, te which I hava
I will tell my right hon. friend what th just lluded.
result would be. An Australian or Nw I was rafarring te tLe resolutien cf 1909.
Zealand Dreadnought would be called on to We speke about-a spaedy erganizatien cf
protect these Canadian cruisers from it- a Canadien naval force. I de net beliava
tack by the enemy. Surely that would not thet tbai force or thet service can ha
be a very proud position for the people of brcught about, cen ba affactively ergeniz-
Canada to occupy in the day of stress and ed, in lesc than 15 or 20 yeers, probably it
trial. viii taka longer. I cay te ny hon, friand

As far as any effective fighting force is that inesmuch as ha cannot de thet in las

concerned, it is not supplied by any pro- then the tima I have mantioaad, there is

posals of the government. I believe the enethor censideratien which I weuld lika

empire is confronted with a serious situa- te brinz te his attention. My hon, friand
tion. I gave my reasons for that belief a lies sema recellectien cf the attitude ha

few days ago, and I will not repeat theni tem k in 1899 with respect te the participa-
to-day. I believe that the duty of Canada tien cf this country in tha South African
is not to be occupied in shaping its policy war. la the 'Globe' cf October 4, 1899, ha
te meet conditions which are laraly tha alxprssed himself in tide way:
creatin cf my right hion. friand, but ratheh e I understand the Militia Act, bnd I may
te de something immadiate and affective in s iy thet I have givan it sme study of 1ate,
order thet wa may et iaast stand sida by hur velunteers are enr ed te e used in the
sida wit the ether great deominions cf the defece of the Dominion. They are Canadien
empire in thea day cf trial. trepe, te be sed te fight fer Canada's de-

Sur, I bave enothar observation te make. 1 fonce. Thora is ne menace te Canada, and

Mr. R. L. BORDEN.


