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the other. The severity of the labor which these men bave
to vndergo in crossing over in thess small boats “would
‘not be gbelieved} by those who have never .crossed
the strait. I think the Government should provide
for the building of sheds for the boats of these men;
as it would only require a small amount, and as the men
themselves aie very poorly paid. The Government has
nearly the united support of the representatives from the
Island ; there is only one member in opposition to them in
this House and sanother in the Sénate, and if they go on with
this work I believe they would have the support of the
whole Island. The Minister of Railways told us last Session
that the surveys had not been completed; but that is not the
case at the present time, and when the papers come down I
hope we will have some light on the subjeet.

Motion agreed to.
' RETURNS.

The following motions for teturns wore severally agreed
{0 i

Return showing the cost of the surveys:and location of the
second 100 miles west of Red River of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, from 1st January, 1879, to ist February, 1881.—
(Mr. Guthrie.) '

Statement or estimate of the quantity and valee of the
iron for bridging on the Canadian Pacific Railway, from
Selkirk to Kamloops, and for such information as‘to the
number, length and character of the bridges as is in the
possession of the Government.—(Mr. Glen.)

Correspondence in relation te the purchase of “a property
for the establishment of a Post Office in the Town of Sorel,
—(Mr. Geoffrion.) : '

Return showing the names of all persons employed : 1st,
ag permanent French Translators; and “nd, as Sessional
French Translators, of this House, from the 1st of January,
1874, to the lst of February instant, with the amount of
money paid per month or per day, as salary or wages to
each of them respectively, for each month within the same
period.—~—(Mr. Scriver.)

House adjourned at 10:20 o’clock, p.m.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Moxpay, 14th February, 1881.

The SpeaXER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

. Pravess, ‘ ’
PRIVATE BILLS.

The following Bill was read the third time and passed :—

Bill (No. 27) to amend the Act 43 Vict. Chap. 61, intituled
an Act to incorporate the Assiniboine Bridge Company.—
(Mr. Scott.) o

TUE LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Mr. HESSON moved for copies of all papers and corres-
pondence between this Government und the Government of
Ontario, in relation to the debt said to be due by the’
Dominion to certain townships in the Province of Ontario,
under the name of the Liand Improvement Fand ; ‘also, for |
copies of that portion of the award made and confirmed
between the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, relating to-
the seltlement of the Crown lands and Common School
jands account, whoreby so large a sum as $226,456.86 is
said to be due to certain Ontario municipalities; also for al

Orders in Council in relation thereto. He said: This is not’

the first time I have brought this matter to the attention of
Mr. Yxo.

| School

0n, Galbraith, Pardee Boulter, McKellar, and
gend for persons and papers.”

the Government.  ‘This Land Tuprovéinent Hund *¥is
established by 16 Vict. Chap. 159, Saction 14 of which 7élils

as follows :—
. #1t shall be lawful for the Governpr in' Council to .reerve gut -of the
x;oeee“ds of the school lands in any cotsty, a Bsul not exteeding one
irth of guch procedds, ds'a -fand Tor' p;ob{e Amprovéthenls within the
coungsoto be expended under the direction : of -the Governor;ia ‘Uoineil,
and also 1o zeserve out of the proceeds of ; vopriswdzg r@:mé g
in any county, 8 sum not.exceeding one-fiith as a fund fur'public
improvements ‘within the county. t9 be'aldo expended nuder the direction
of the Governor in Conncil ; provided always, nﬂ»ﬁh pucticularm -of ali
such sums, and the expenditure- thereof, shall.be laid. before Purtinment
within the first fen days of each Session; prowidéd alwaye that not
exceeding six per cent..on the amount’ coﬂecﬁex, “including mrreg, ‘shanl
be chaz%ed for the-sale and _management of Jlanys ‘forming .the Conimon
und, ariging out of the one million aoges of land spt apartin. the

‘‘Huron Tract.” - . I
This 1,000,000 acres of land :appears to. have been set apart
a short-time previous to 185Y; and the price was fixed at
$2.50 per acre for the "school lands, and $¥ per acre for
Crowa lands. Settlement prooceeded wery slowly. .. The
country was then known as_the Queen’s Bash, the roads
were very bad, and it was found uecessary to establish a
more liberal policy. That was done upon ihie recommenda-
tion of the Commissioner of Crowa Lands, Doctor Ralph, by
an Order in Couancil, and the price was reduced to $2 per
acre for school lands, and to $1.50 per acre for Crown
lands. Payments were made from time to time
to the municipalities interested in. this - fund, under
this Act, at ‘the rate of onefourth of -the . pro-
ceeds of the school lands, and onefifth of the proceeds of
the Crown lands, until an Order in Council was passed on
the 6th of March, 1-61, cancelling further payments firom
future sales. I contend that that Order in Council did not
apply to the proceeds of any sales made prior to the Order

1in Council, that it could not be retroaetive, and that the

muuicipalities interested in that fund cannot posibly be
deprived of the receipts arising, after 1861, from the sales .
made up to that date. I hope to have, in this matter, the
assistance of the hon. leader of the Oppesition, for 1 find
that when that hon. gentleman had the honor of represent-
ing the county of Bruce, he made an effort to obtain, for
the municipalities chiefly interested in that fund, their
proper rights. = On reference to the journals of the Legisla-
ture of Ontario for 1869, under date of November 25th, I
find the following :—

¢ On motion of Mr. Blake, seconded by Mr. McKellar,* .

‘¢ Hesolve i~—1. That by the Land Act of 1853, it was enacted that it
should be lawful! for the Governor in t’ouncil to reserve out of the pro-
ceeds of the school lands in‘any county, & sum n.-t exceeding one-tourth
of puch proceeds, as a fund for public improvements within the county,
to be expended under the direction of the Governor in-Council, and also
to reserve out of the proceeds of unappropriated ' Crown lands, in any
county, a sum not exceeding one-fifth, as a fund for yublic improvemwents.
within the county, to be also expended under the direction of the .
Governor in Council. .

‘2. That on the 7th of December,1855, an Order in Council was paased,
reciting, that agplications had heen made for aid from the Improvement
Fund created by the said Act, and directing that the Crown Lands
Department should ap{prize the Inspector General of the amount at the
credit of each county for the proceeds of sale of both Crown .and School
lands, so that the proportions aceruing to the Improvement Fund wight
be set apart by the Receiver General for that purpose. R

‘3. That the petitions presented to this House on the subject of the
Land Improvement Fund, be referred to & Selest Committee, composed
ag followa : ~The Hon. Messrs. Wood, Richards; Messrs. Ferrier, Finlay-
Blake ; with power to

I find that that Committee made a-.re and I desire, for
the information of this Houase, to read that raport in order to

support the claim I am now making on behalf of the muni-
cipalities that are asking to be

paid the piocceds .of the
sales of lands made prier 10 1861. The Report veads:

¢ Reporr of the Select Committee on the Land improvement Fund.
“ To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of Ontario: .

“ The Select Committee to whom Wwas referred ‘the %a;gdons relating to
the Land Tmprovement Fand, begs lsave to repost as followss— =

* The Committee have held many meetings, and -examined numerous '
witnesses and papers, and carefully onmidm&emﬁer veferred to them,
and they find unamimously: . R s



