some time ago that observers from the PLO had been invited
to attend the Fifth Congress on Crime Prevention and that
the Canadian authorities were expected to allow entry,
sojourn and exit to these participants.

Needless to say, it is with reluctance that the
Government has decided to seek postponement of the Congress,

but we concluded that it would not be possible, in present

‘circumstances, to hold a successful congress on crime

prevention in Canada or anywhere else.

We are all aware of the public outcry for or
against the admission to Canada, for this congress, of
observers from the Palestinian Liberation Organiztion.

We have all been worried by its divisive effect upon

Canadian public opinion. We could not ignore the risk of
public disorders. These factors would have led any govern-
ment to reconsider a decision to host an international
conference. But in the final analysis, two factors dominated
in our discussions. The first was the inevitable intrusion
of unrelated political considerations into the proceedings

of the Congress. The second was the re-escalation of
violence in the Middle East and the consequent spread of

its bitterness into Canada and subsequently into the Congress
itself.

It is obvious that such intrusion of the Middle
East conflict, by adding to the already hopeless confusion

between civil crimes and acts of war, would distort and
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