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be realistic enough to acknowledge the facts than to
indulge in pretence or wishful thinking. On the whole,
however, and in spite of the painful slowness of the
negotiations, I find more ground for optimism than for
pessimism. There is reason to think that attitudes are
slowly changing -- not, as some think, because some
participants are willing to hold out longer than others,
but because all involved may be coming to realize what
will be possible at this time and what doors must be
opened for future progress.

Thus we approach the reopening of the Geneva
meetings next week with modest confidence and measured
hope. We know that time and patience are needed, as one
would expect in complex negotiations such as these, and
that the decisions called for from governments are
difficult ones. But as long as governments are prepared

to face up to decisions like these -- the decisions




