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democracy. Indeed what has happened has been the rise of a kind of
"demo-crazy," since democracy seems to be understood by certain
segments of Indonesian society as meanmng mass demonstrations that
often end in chaos and anarchy.

The success of Indonesia to hold general elections in such a
peaceful way should silence the skeptics who wrongly believe that
democracy cannot take strong root in a dominantly or predommnantly
Muslim country. This may be the case in particular Muslim countries
elsewhere, but this should not be taken as a sweeping generalization.
The Indonesian case shows that Islam is not inherently undemocratic
or incompatible with democracy. In fact there are many Islamic
principles and teachings that fit with democracy. The seeming
incompatibility between Islam and democracy is a resuit of the literai
interpretation of certain verses of the Qur'an, or of taking only certain
aspects of Islam while ignoring others. In addition, the failure of
democracy in many Muslim countries is due mainly to a number of
internai and external factors that inhibit the growth of democracy.
Some of the most important inhibiting factors are weak economic
conditions, backwardness in education, the lack of socio-cultural
capital and, not least important, the support of Western powers
towards undemocratic regimes in Musliin countries.

Furthermore, Indonesia's exercise in democracy has shown the
fallacv of the so-called "democratic frai," theorv, which arzues that
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