
Sharon Venine, a Iawyer and hunian rights actîvist, spoke about the challenges &acing Indigenous
women. She poinred out that for Indigenous women, the struggle is not for gender equiry;
the strugge is one of being recognized as a human being with rights like ail human beings.
The strugge for Indigenous Peoples has been against always being asked to move aside for
development.

Indigenous Peoples have been working at the UN on a Dedlaration of the Rights oflncligenous
Peoples since 19 82. However, Canada, the US, New Zealand and Australia have blocked the
Declaration because of provisions indicating that ail peoples (indluding Indigenous Peoples)
have thec right to seif-determination. Furthermore Canada lias been opposing the interprerarion
that "peoples" refers to Indigenous Peoples, thereby recognizing their riglir to seif-determination
in Artidle 1, Covenant on CivilandPoàical Rights and thie Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

Currenrly thie Humani Genome Diversity Project is undertaking to collect the genes of
Incligenous Peoples. In lighr of the prediction thar 722 Indigenous Peoples will be exrinct in
75 to 125 years, this $7 billion project is artempting to patent Indigenous Peoples' genetic
information.

Ms. Vcnne pointed out che need for the feniust movement to stop perpetuating the existing
power structures of the industrialized countries and to begin an open dialogue on che different
cultural perceptions inherent in Indigenous women and women of colour and their right to
determine for cheniselves their political starus, and economic and social development necds.
(Appendix 3 is a copy of a document some Indigenous women circulated at Beijing.)
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