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NATO DISMEMBERMENT RISKY
We have, in the Govemnment of Canada, carefully con
sidered this argument in fla varions mianifestations.
We have concluded that dismembernent of NATO's
forces in Europe at this trne would be risky and even
dangerous. In siteo imrvqe rlinswtth
West, the Russas hav cofinu d n r t
contlnuing, ta develop their a1ready~ formiidable miii-
tary power. NATO's defence arrangements ln Europe
have obliged the Soviet leadrs incteasingly to
accept that there cati be no alternative to settleanent
la Europe. We cannot be sure that their earlier
appetite for expansion would not revive if NATO were
to lower its defences.

And what would be the. political effect in Ger-
nxany, if the GerIarn Govermnnt could no longer
point to the miltary support of its allies represented
Iby the forces of the seven NATO nations whic1h ar
stationed in Germany? ln nuch circmsanes, cou$d
we expect a Gennan Governxment toagree to the non-
praliferation treaty?

Nor çan we overlo* the. danger of conflict
arising out of accident or miscalciilatioti. The. coni-
tisent of Europe remains divided; and Bertin i
isolatd 100 milles withitn Comnst trritoxy. In

te Russians or by mutual example. -Such reductioli
niud be undertaken without dlsturbing the present

balance and Canada would welcome any progress
which conld be made inx this direction. Indeed, we
shall be discnssing this matter inx Brussein at the

NATOmeeing inDeceber Ifthewar in Vietnam
were~~~ ~ ~ toed v ,udmk ors toward muttiSi

reductions. Unt i then and theen o sncb problems
as the Middle East, we shall have ta pursue out

FORCES BASED IN CANADA-
We have also exramined the suggestion that Canada
consider restricting its contribution to NATO to
forces based in Canada. The. argument ini favour of
such a course of action 1.s~ its~ attractions. The.
Enropean nations have grown ln miltary and eca-
nomic power and are no longer totally dependent, as
they were when NATO wa founded, on ontside aid.
Canad'a's contribution la xnow, in consequence,
relatlvely fat lss important to the defence of Europe
than it was. But this approach finores the fact that
mont of the emaller NATO cu trisare ln roughly
the ame position as we are; mnaki*g~ small con-
tributions wlxich alone aenot, ssent~ia, and under
pressure, as we are, ta land new sources of revenue
for ather government activities.

The. basis of an alliance in that ail members
conrit in an appropriate manner. And, snce we
believe in the contlnulng importance and proise of

thalance,, we se no~ alentivet continng ta
mea arocriate contribution. t h preen tlie


