
The. High Coiuuisionerts rol. vas at firet a non-operational one,
l±mited mainl.y to the protection of refugees. In 1952y however, h. vas
autiiorized to appeal for funde to enable emergency aid to b. given to the.
most ne.dy groupe of refugees vithin bis mandate. Funds raised by this
decision ver. contrubuted to the. United Nations Refugees Emergency Fund
(UNREF). In 1954 ti f und vas incorporated in a nov voluntary fund, the.
United Nations Refuge. Fund (UNRF)., whose programme vas aimed principaly
at thie promotion of a permanent European refuge. solution by assimilation
within Zuropean countries and the. promotion of emigration to other countries.

On January 1. 1959, the. INREF vas replaced by a nov programme of
the. High Commissionr for Refugee., administered by the Office of the. HighCommissioner under the guidance of an Executiv. Committee composed of repre-
sentatives of United Nations member governments. Canada ban b..» a member
of thus Cosmittee sine 1957, and chafred it in 1965. From 1951 to 1968,Canada contributed over $3.8 million to the UNHOR, and it donated $650,000
in 1956-57 to the. Canadian Red Cross for assistance to Hungarian refugees.
In 1966, the Canadien Government increased Its contribution to $350,000
fron the. previous figure of *290,9000.

Tbrough the. efforts of the refuge. programmes of the. Intergoveru--
mental Committee for Refugees, the. IRO and the UINHOR, the. number of refuge..in Europe bad been reduced from 2,200,000 in 1946 to 10,000 in 1967. Inthe course of 1967 about 13,500 nev refugees entered Europea» countries. Inviev of the. influx of nev refugees tiiere vas an increase in the. substantial.burden created for certain Enropean countries. One of the. most significantevents in 1966 vas the. final closing of the. remaining refuge. camps ini Europe.
In that year, a total of over 4,000 refugees ver. settled, leaving only about7,500 "oldu refugees yet to be settled. The. number of nevly-reoogniz.d
Europes» refuge.,, vho are mostly young and ini good h..lth aud thus relativJ.y
easy to resttl,, aloo dropped in 1966 - to approximately 6,700 coeipared tothe. figure for the. preceding year. Hovever, in 1965 the. Higii Commissioner
took on added responsibilitî,s by bringing assistance to n.w groupe of refu-ge.., particuarly in Africa, viier. the. total number vithin its purview inover 286,000 (early 1968 estimat.). The. improvement of the. situation inEurope has b,,» madle possible to a large extent by the contributions ofgoverments to the United Nations and its related programmes,. World RefugeeYear (WRI> and the. Intergov'ernmentel Commuittee for Europe.» Migration (ICDK),During WR! (June 1959 to June 1960), 97 countries, includin Canada, tookpart in the. campaign and contributed more than $83 million <U.S.) * TheCanadian Governiment's contribution to WRY vas *1 million I» vheat flour toUNRW. and up to *600,000 for the. admission, in thre. movemets, of 325 tuber-cular refuge.. to Canada, who have nov been treated in sanatoria and rsettled.These refugees vere accompanied by 501 depeudents. I» addition to the. move-ment of tubercular refugee., Canadien participation in WR! resulted in the.admission to Canada of over 5,000 refugees, including 1,097 from camps iniItaly and Germany. As of Ju4y 7y 1969, Canada has aiso admitted 11»165
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