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Article 17

Any decision in the State of origin that a child should be entrusted to prospective
adoptive parents may only be made if -

@ the Central Authority of that State has ensured that the prospective adoptive
parents agree;

b the Central Authority of the receiving State has approved such decision, where
such approval is required by the law of that State or by the Central Authority of the
State of origin; ’

¢ the Central Authorities of both States have agreed that the adoption may proceed:
and

d it has been determined, in accordance with Article 5, that the prospective adoptive
parents are eligible and suited to adopt and that the child is or will be authorized to
enter and reside permanently in the receiving State.

Article 18

The Central Authorities of both States shall take all necessary steps to obtain
permission for the child to leave the State of origin and to enter and reside permanently
in the receiving State.

Article 19

- The transfer of the child to the receiving State may only be carried out if the
requirements of Article 17 have been satisfied.

2 The Central Authorities of both States shall ensure that this transfer takes place in
secure and appropriate circumstances and, if possible, in the company of the adoptive
or prospective adoptive parents.

3 If the transfer of the child does not take place, the reports referred to in
Articles 15 and 16 are to be sent back to the authorities who forwarded them.

Article 20

The Central Authorities shall keep each other informed about the adoption process and
the measures taken to complete it, as well as about the progress of the placement if a
probationary period is required.

Article 21

1 Where the adoption is to take place after the transfer of the child to the receiving
State and it appears to the Central Authority of that State that the continued placement
of the child with the prospective adoptive parents is not in the child’s best interests,
such Central Authority shall take the measures necessary to protect the child, in
particular -



