
Nules concluded that, while US negotiators stili had some reserva-
tions about certain aspects of the proposais, there had been signifi-
cant progress in the Soviet position and there was therefore reason
to be optimistic.

4. Discussion and questions from the floor
Build-down
In his presentation, Alton Frye discussed "build-down". He saidthat the build-down concept had been advanced ln the US Con-gress as a replacement for the "Freeze" proposai, whi'ch, in itspresent form at Ieast, was considered by most representatives to be
non-negotiable. There was much more congressional support forthe build-down proposai, Frye said, than for the freeze initiative,
and it was this support which had con tributed to the positive shift inReagan's arms control policies. Mr. Frye supported build-down,
arguing that modernization would continue as long as both super-powers maintained their right to upgrade their nuclear arsenals.
Under the build-down regime the very process of modernization
would resuit in fewer and fewer weapons and the restraints im-
posed by buiid-down couid contribute to stability.

Furthermore, there had been a "progression" in the Soviet re-sponse. Frye quoted a Soviet spokesman, Georgi Korniyenko, whostated in Geneva that "anything negative" the Soviet Union had
said about build-down "related only to the original formulation."
Apparently, the USSR was now ready to discuss the possibility of a
build-down initiative.


