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Preamble
The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considering that in accordance with the principles proclaimed in :the
Charter of the United Natioms, recognition of the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Bearing in mind that the peoples or the United Nations have, in the
Charter, reaffirmed their £azith in fundamental human rights and ia the
dignity and worth of the human person, and have determined to promote social
progress and bettar standards of life in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Natious has, in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and in the International Covenants on Buman Rights,
proclaimed and agreed that everyome is eantitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kiad, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recalliag that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Natioms has proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care-andg
assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the
natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and
particularly children, should be afforded the necessary protection aad
assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the
community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmcnlous development of
his or her perscmality, should grow up iz a family envirooment, in an
atmosphere of happiness, love, equality and understanding,

Considering that the child should be fully prepazed to live an
individual life in society, and brought up ia the spirit of the ideals
proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nacions, aad in particular in the
spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidaricy,

Bearing in miad that the need for extending particular care to the
child has been stated in the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child
of 1924 and in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the
United Natioms in 1959 and recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in
particular in articles 23 and 24), in the Intermational Covenant on
Econcmic, Social and Cultural Rights (in particular in its article 10) and
in the statutes and relevant instruments of specialized agencies and
international organizations comceraed with the welfare of children,

Bearing in mind that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of
the Child adoptad by the Genmeral Assembly of the Unitaed Natioms om 20
November 1959, “the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity,
needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protectiou,
before as well as afrer birth,”,




