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Royal Canadian Mounted Police Musical Ride

The RCMP Musical Ride is performed ;
by a mounted troop of 32 members of Cloverleaf Diamond
the force drawn from detachments
across Canada for a two-year tour of - - A 4 ‘
duty. The horses, which are three-
quarter thoroughbred, are raised on the ’
force’s ranch at Pakenham, Ontario, 4 \
and both men and horses train together ‘
for four months before any engagements A
are undertaken.

The Ride is composed of a variety of
intricate movements executed at the v
trot and canter to an appropriate musi- ' ‘ ‘ ’
cal accompaniment. The figures per- A ‘ f 4
formed are derived from cavalry drill ‘ ' ‘ ’
and demand the utmost in control, - ’ ‘ ’
timing and co-ordination. A w 4

Although it is recorded that a North
West Mounted Police musical ride was -
performed in 1876, it was not until Bridal Arch The X
1904 that the Ride was put on public
display.

In the ensuing years, mounted troops
of the force journeyed abroad to parti-
cipate in various functions and in re-
cent years the RCMP Musical Ride
has become a familiar sight in the
United States and Britain.

Canada Weekly is published by the Infor=-
mation Division, Department of External
Affairs, Ottawa, K1A OG2. An index
appears quarterly,

Material may be freely reprinted, for the
use of which credit would be appreciated;
photo sources, if not shown, will be pro-
vided on request to Miki Sheldon, Editor.

Cette publication existe également en Some of the figures in the Musical Ride
frangais sous le titre Hebdo Canada.
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