
GENERAL SURVEY

At the beginning of 1960 the atmosphere of detente prevailing i inter-
national relations had given risc to the hope that at long last progress would
be nmade on some of the important political questions which had divided the
East and West. The announcement that thxe four great powers-the United
States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdomn and France--had decided to
hold a summit conference ini Paris ini May opened thxe possibility of a useful
exchange of views. At the same time, detalled disarmament negotiations
which began in March i the Ten-Nation Committee offered encouragement
tixat a renewed and serious approach would be made to problenis of disarma-
ment.

These promising clevelopments were abruptly reversed, however,
following thxe U-2 incident and thxe coliapse of thxe summit conference. The
Soviet Union launched a bitter propaganda campaign against the United
States. In June, mainly as a resuit of increasing friction within thxe Soviet
bloc, communist representatives were withdrawn from thxe ten power disarnia-
ment negotiations in Geneva. During the sum~mer, other events, notably fihe
shooting down of a United States RB-47 aircraft, which the Russians claixned
had violated their airspace, and thxe developing crises i the Congo and i
Cuba, contributed to a further worsening of East-West relations.

The renewed tensions between the great powers were quickly reflected
ini the Security Council, when it came to deal witb the Cuban complaint against
thxe United States and thxe Congo crisis in Juiy, and later in virtually ail dis-


